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TREATY ESTABLISHING

_ THE GULF OF GUINEA COMMISSION

R




PREAMBLE

. WE, Heads of State'and Government of:

“among our peoples; 2 . S

The Repubiic o'f-Angola,
The Republic pf Cameroun,
The Republic of Congo,
The Democratic Republic of Congo
+  The Republic of Equatorial Guined, - : ’
The Republic of Gabon,
‘The-Federal Republicof Nigeria; - —
The Democratic Repnb'lic of Sao Tome and Principe’.

D'ES-IRO.US to reinforce'-and ‘consolidate the fraternal relations existing

e

A

-PROMPTED by the desire to establisn and develop close and multifaceted

cooperation among our States and to establish our relations onabasisof . ..
mutual understanding, good nelghbourhness and strong bonds of :

4 frlendshlp,

RESOLVED to remove obstacles likely to 'im"pede our cooperation, to.create.. . ... .. _

and maintain conditions of peace and secunty among our countnes,_ AT

CONSCIOUS of the need to put the natural resources of our, cc)untnes at

the service of economlc development and social progress of our peoples ——

CONVINCED in this regard that our common and concerted ac’uon IS the"
sure guarantee for a harmonious, rational and peaceful- explontatlon of._

natu ral resources;

DESIROUS to harmonise our-economic policies,",bearing in mind the-

sovereignty.of our States;

REAFFIRMING our commitment to the principles and objectives of the
Charters of the United Nations and of the Organisation of African



Unity/African Union, as well as to the provisions of the Treaty establ[éhing

the African Economic Commumty,

Law of the Sea Wthh was concluded at Montego Bay, Jamalca on 10'_:-“

S P

December 1982;

CONVINCED that the sub-regional and regxonal entities constltute the vital

~ links of a united, mtegrated and strong Afnca

RECOGNISING that the Gulf of Guinea is replete with natural resources" E
_which could contribute to the economic development of all the coastal .

States and to the general well —being of our peoples;

DESIROUS to tap these resources to ensure the economic development of

our States and the weII being of our peoples;

and multilateral levels;

ANXECUS td settle our disputes by peaceful means; _

CONVINCED that dialogue and negotiation remain the bestsways-of s o s
resolving permanently any dlspute in accordance with the prowsnons of ,

the Charters of the United Nations and’ the Orgamsatlon ef Afrlcan
Umty/Afrlcan Umon : L

.....

consultatlon mechamsm for the preventlon, management and resolutlon -
- of conflicts connected to the delimitation of® ‘horders, to the ecoromic and

commercial exploitation of the natural resources within thé’ terrltorlal":"‘:
' boundanes partxcularly in the overlapping Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ)

of our States.

Pursuant to the relevant provisions of the Final Communiqué of the
Summit of the Heads of State and Government of the Gulf of Guinea held.

in Libreville on 19 November 1999;

HEREBY AGREE AS FOLLOWS:

MINDFUL of the lnternatlonal commitments we have made on bllateral::‘
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ARTICLE1 .

‘Definitions ) A

-/’—-.'

For the purposes of this Treaty:
- “AECT

" “COMMISSION”-

“COMMITTEES”

“ASSEMBLY”

“COUNCIL”

IIGU LFII

shall mean the African Economic Community;

- shall mean the Gulf of Guinea Commission;

shall mean Specialised Cdnjmitt‘eés”
shall méan the Assembly of Heads of State and

Government;

shall mean the Council of Ministers;

- shall mean the Gulf of Guines; |

“High Contracting Parties”  shall mean the Member States represented

by Heads of States and Government or their duly

“Member States” .

“DAU”

IIAU)I

UN

“Secretariat”

rfgdit_ed-pln'nipofpnﬁa';riﬂ&;

shall mean a Mem_be'? State of the C(_)mmission;
‘ shall mean the Organisation of African Unity;
shall mean the African Union;

shall mean the United Nations;

shall mean the Secretariat;

“AD.HOC ARBITRATION MECHANISM” shall mean the Ad Hoc Arbitration

“Treaty”

Mechanism,

shall mean the present Treaty.
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Estahblishinent of the Gi?ilf of Guinea Commission

A Commission, hereinafter referredfto as the Gulf of Guinea Commission

- {GGC) shall be established.

...
ARIE T

The membershlp of the Commxssxon shall be Sovereign.States borderlng

the Gulf of Guinéa and parties to the present Treaty.

The Commission shall constltute a?ramework of consultation among the

Q | countries of the Gulf of Guinea for. cooperatuon and development, as well
as for the preventxon management and resolutlon of conflicts that may
' arise from the dehmltatxon of borqers and the economic and commercial
explontatlon of natural resources within the territorial boundaries,
partxcularly in the overlappmg Exclusive Economic Zones -(EEZ) of our

_ States:

N | ' ARTICLE3
O-biec’cives'
T-he.c')bjeetives of the Commission shall be:

o o ) To strengthen tles "of cooperation and sohdanty eXIStmg among

Member States;

= R
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conducive to the harmonious development of States;
c). To promote close consultatigh in the exploitation of the natural
L
resources -of the Gulf, with F view to ensuring the econamic

development of Member States and the well-being of th\elr peoples;
within the

d) To promote co-operatian Tin the different sectors
. framework of the Treaty establ:shmg the African Economic
Community ‘and the African Union and thereby contribute to the

development of the continent;

!

.b) To create conditions of mutual confidence, peace and security’

P T e



; :
el To harmonise the- respective policies of States regarding matters of
common interest, particularly concerning the exploitation of natural

resources;
_\/f{ To protect preserve and lmprove the natural enVIronmeﬂt of the

BT b’“rbrmmate**a*cor;a: fea-imy
solutions to the problem Wthh mxght arise ther o rom;
ﬂ To strengthen cooperation in the area of communicati(g'hfsz HE ¢
> especially maritime communications, with a view to facmtatmg tiag e
and trade among Mémber States and their peoples; s
i) To th:s end, to develop a-wide commumcat;ons network and enSUre"‘f o
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the integration of transport networks.

-. E*_BII_C_IT_E_é . : .-"':':;-' _ 1T _ﬂ-r’_, i

- Principles

In pursuit of the objectives stated above, the ngh Contractlng Partles s
solemnly Treaffirm their firm commitment to respect the pr|nc1ples
enshrined in the Charters of the United Nations and of the OAU/the

Constitutive Act of the African Union, pa rtncutarly

a) Soverelgn Equality of all Member States

b) Non-interference in the internal affaxrs of Member StateS‘ B R nda s
c) Peaceful settlement of disputes; ' HET AT R SRR
d) lnvxolabmi:y of borders inherited from colonialism; BT VT e
@) Non- aggressron : - g s g r e O

f) Non- utlhsatlon of the territory of one State for actlwttes dlrected
against the sovereignty and temtonal mtegnty of another Member

State.

ARCEES

" Areas of Cooperation
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In pursuit of the objectives stated above, the High Contracting: Parties

undertake to pool their efforts ‘towards the harmoriisation of their ...
respective policies in the areas of common interest. To this end they o
pledge to-identify areas of common interest in the geographrca! area off‘- B
the Gulf and map out common policies, particularly in the areas of peacej ' ‘
and security, explortatron of hydrocarbons, fishery and mlneral .re'sources '

the envrronment, movement of peoples and goods, development: of =31 iy we
commtinications, promotion of "the economic development '.'Aaf.’.ld.—:'-'.‘i imfigons

integration of the Gulf region. e

Member States shall strive to develop other activities that they-consider -::ir some o

necessary to promote the objectives of the Commission. o EP
ARTICLE 6 ) |
Organs ‘

. For the purpose of the Implementation of the above objectives, the.

following organs shall be established: o o
a) The Assembly of-Heads of State and Government; e Limee a
b) The Council of Ministers;
¢) The Secretariat; R

d) The Ad Hoc Arbitration Mechanism.

ARTlCLE 7

The Assembly

The Assembly shall be the supreme organ of the Commission. z 1t shall bass awvsts
composed of the Heads of State and Government or their dily: aceredited -
representatives. It shall meet at least once a year in a regularsessionand % s

at any time in extra-ordinary session, subject to approval by two-thirds  ~

majority of Member States of the Commission.



ARTICLE 8

Eunctions of the Assemhly

it shall:
" a) Define the general policy and-the major guidelines of the
Commission; P - R ——

Oversee the functlonmg of the Commission;- .
Examine the réport of the Council and take relevant decisions;. -
Decnde as a last resort about all mat_ters on which the _.__C)o_uncﬂ has

J- Lo P P P

bie t a € a Qecisisii,;
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. Establish any org n of the Commission or spetialized Committees;
" Adopt the budget of the Commissian;

Abpqint and. remove the Executive Secretary; -

 Decide on the 'iqea-tion of the headquarters of the Gormission.

fomat AL noNe ) e

ARTICLE 9
Decisions B
The Assembly shall take lts decxsqons by consensus:er; faklmg which,
yenr - by fwo-thirds majorlty of the members present L ,
" The quorum for meetings of the Assembly shall bestwo-thirds of the et
— " Membeér states. ' ' '

#rzz. [-F-R

ARTICLE10 - Tazestia:
. Rules of Procedure of the Assembly.
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~ ARTICLE 11
The Council

' © " The Council shall be composed of Ministers responsible for Forergn o 5 g e B
L Affairs or other Ministers for Economy and Finance, Hydrocarbonsf
I Fishery.Resources, Mines, Environment or all such Mrnrsters as-are '

desrgna’ced by Member States can also meet as. need be: : The"

, Councxl shall meet twice a year in a regular session. At therequest = #7427+
of any Member State and subject to approval by atwo thirds = .
majority of the Member States of the Commission, it shall meét in )

<J> o ) Extra-Ordinary Session:

ARTICLE 12
. Functions of the Council

The Council shél_l, be answerable to the Assembly. i shall be
entrusted with the responsibility of:

a) Preparing the sessions of the Assembly;

b) Promoting all activities geared towards the attamment of the '
objectives set forth in Article 2 of this Treaty, ‘\_Nl’thln the R
framework of the general policy défined by the Assembly; e

-’c) To this end, it shall formulate and propose generdl poliey o rorves v

"_measu res ; :
d) Take cognisance of any matter referred to it by the Assembly,

e) Implement ‘the co-operation policy in accordance withothe e 1w wim
general policy defined by the Assenibly; < =
) Cr'éa.t_e committees and determine their areas of competenegysae ¢+ i

o The Council shall be assisted in the accomplishment of its tasksshyweorh e

Specialised Committees of this Treaty.




Deci-sions

The Council shall take its decisions. by consensus or, failing whwch by g
two-thirds majority of the members present . T BRARRR TR

The quorum shall be two—thirds of the Member States. .. surpnsgn ves

L | ARTICLE14 “ ;
C> | ' : ' Rulee of Proceduré of the Council |
. The Council shall adopt its Rules. of Procedure.,
ARTICLE 15
Sp eci,e_l;ﬁs-ed ' Cdm-mitrees :

establish Spe'cialised -Committees fo deal with s‘pecxflcmatters R
o . pertaining to the realisation of - the obJectrves set forth..in s th|§

: Treaty. -
\
The Assembly may, if it deems rt necessary, restructure the
Commn:tees or create new ones. accordmg to the needs bf %h
Commlssmn
- The Commission may, ‘where necessary, set up subs regmnal

Commlttees to Nassist in accomplishing its mandate and shall

determine the composition thereof.

S10 -0 oL . = - P —
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ARTICLE 16

The Secretariat

The'Secreta'rfat shall be headed by an Executive Secretagy- appointedf_ tpie: e

by the Assembly of Heads of State for a term of. three YRS
renewable once. - . o 5o nPly e,

ARTICLE 17

Functiohs of the Secretariat

The Secretariat shall carry out the following functions:

a) to e,nsure the day to day functioning of the

Commission;
b) to lmplement the decisions of the Assembly and the

- Council;

- ©) 'to prepare the reports, draft decisions and agreements -

for the attention of the Assembly and thé Cou’ncd

d) to.formulate the recommendations that might enhange., - .
the efficient and harmonious  functioning .. a0d: ..

development of the Commission;

e) to provide technlcal services for the sessiens af the'.,,;:--;f:

Assembly and the' Council as well as the Specmlrsed_

Commlttees
f) to-play the role of custodian of the documents and

assets of the Commission;

g) to prepare-the budget of the Commission;
h) To carry out any other duties thgt may: be assngnedtmt e vew

by the Assembly or the Council.

11




ARTICLE 18
The Ad Hoc Arbitration Mechanism-

- .’:....‘4- Fr 7'?"’.\";‘1-,‘

3

An Ad Hoc Arhitration éﬂechanism of ;the Commission shall be established

The Rules of Procedure and other matters pertammg to the Ad Hoc

_Arbitration_ Mechanlsm shall be defmed by the Councnl and approved by
the Assembly. -

‘i{"ﬁm?r

ARTICLE 19

Bu'dgé‘t' and Resources -

The fmancna[ resources of the Commrssmn shall come. malnly ‘fcxm

Member_' States” contrlbutlons gifts and bequests.

For each financial year, the Secrefariat shall prepare a draft budget and

shall submit it to the Council for consideration. The latter shall present it
together with its recommendations to the Assembly for approval

The Assembly shall determine the contrlbutlons of Member States toithé::

budgei of the:Commission and the currenciés in which the contrlbuhons
shall be paid.

e
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The Assembly. shall

‘the Council's recommendatlon approve the
ﬁnanc;al rules and =regulations governmg the implementation- of the

provisions of thIS article.

N,
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-Member States -shall act collectively to guarantee peace, secunty a
- stability, as prerequisites to the realisation of the objectives
this Treaty. To this end, they undertake to settle their disputes amxcably o o

ARTICLE 20

Settlement of Disputes

nd

_‘ Tet

set forth in_ '

Falhng which, either party shall refer the matter to the Ad Hoc Arbltratmn S

Mechanism of the Treaty or any Mechanism for peaceful resolution of" o
ated by the Charters of the Umted Nations, the Orgamsatxon of” -

conflicts st
African Unity and the African Union.

ARTICLE 21

Ofﬂczal Languages

The oﬁ‘l{:lal languages of the Commission shall be English, Spanish, French

and Portuguese.

ARTICLE 22

Statutes, Privileges and Immunities.

The Commission shall have legal status and t’n}e: power to:

a) -Enter into contracts;

b) Purchase and assign movable and i'mmo.vab'l.,ez e v

proper’ty,
c) Be party to judicial and other. legal DFOCBEdlngJ

To this end the Commission shall be repres

Secretary.

13

ented by the Exeeutives




The prlwleges and immunitiés granted to the Secretariat shall be the same
as those enjoyéd by dtplomats in the country hosting the headquarters of
the Commission @nd in Member States.

ARTICLE Z3

: Establ_is_hfnent of lnbst:.it'utiqns

/ ‘month, . starting from the day of entry into force of this Treaty, the
' Assem‘b'ly,shail appoint the Executive Secretary, determine where the

eadquar‘l‘orc h‘F 'f'hn anmlc sion S“é! hﬂ nnd I'F nPrPCQFer Take the

—Liseooal

ARICLE 24

- Relations with ether Organisations

At its inaugural meeting, which will take ‘place within a period of one |

In the pursuit of its objectives as set forth i in this Treaty, the Commmsxen

v e . may  enter  into. cooperatxon agreements with .other Regienalis
(“ TR Organisations, Inter-governmental Institutions and third parties, provided -
that such agreements are not incompatible with the prov15|ons of thns

22 v~y
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fe nmuwanwenz: »o Treaty. . : . ..\;. e

In cas'é of incomipatibility between the provisions of this Treaty and:those:

~of prevmus agreements ‘concluded before it comes into noxce Lhc
piovisions of this Treaty will prevajl, execépt for the imperative | rules of

genéral international law:

14



ARTICLE 25

Relations with the OAU[A(AJ,‘AE.C and the _R_egional Ecanomic

Communities.

e The Commission shall work with the OAU/AU/AEC and the Regighal™ "'+ +
i5 e B Economic Communities for the realisation of effective integration ‘and " =
cmr: adories -~ Africdn Union objectives. - To this end, it may establish consultation =
mechanisms and conclude agreements-with these O(ganisétions. : .

ARTICLE 26

Ratification and Entry into Force

: The Treaty shall be ratified by the High Contracting Parties in accordance
with their respective national legislations. It shall enter into force thirty
(30) days after the deposit of the Instruments of Ratification by two-thirds

of the parties, signato}ies.of this Treafy.

Accession and Admission

~ Any State bordering the Gulfof Guinea which has not signed this Treaty at
the time of its entty into force may, at any time, notify the Executive
: Secretary of its intention to accede to this Treaty.. -

The Executlve Secretary-shall, upon receipt of such notification, transmit -

copies thereof to all Member States.

The vote of each Member State shall be transmitted to the.Executive
Secretary. Upon receipt of the required number of votes, the Executive

15




-Dennis Sassou‘Nguesso_ (S_igned)

President of the Republic of Congo.

EL Hadj Omar BONGO (Signed)

Joseph KABILA

Jos
e
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President of the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Theodoro OBIANG NGUEMA MBASOGO

77 <.

President of the Republic of Equatorial Guiriea.

. Presfrdent'oic the Republic of __Gabon.

Chief'Oluségun OBASANJO  (Signed)

R
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President of the Federal Repitbhlicof Nigeria_ -

Miguel TROVOADA - (Signed)

President of the Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and Prmupe o
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