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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ON THE ANNUAL

BUDGET ESTIMATES OF THE MINISTRY OF
ENVIRONMENT AND SCIENCE

INTRODUCTION
The Minister of Finance in accordance with Article 179 of the
1992 Constitution of Ghana presented the Budget Statement

and Financial Policy of the Government for the year ending 31°
December 2002 to Parliament on Thursday 21* February 2002. '
Subsequent to the motion for the approval of the Budget
Statement and Financial Policy of the Government, the Draft
Estimates of the Ministry of Environment and Science were
referred to your Committee for consideration and report in
pursuant to Standing Order Nos. 14(4) and 185 of the House.

The Committee met with the Minister and officials of the

Ministry of Environment and Science and its subvented

Organizations and Agencies on the Draft estimates for 2002.

The Committee granted hearing to the following:

(i) The Chief Director of the Ministry of Environment and
Science

(i) Representatives of the Environmental Protection Council

(i) Representatives of the Ghana Atomic Energy Commission
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(iv) Representatives of the Town and Country Planning

Department

| (v) Repfesentatives of the Council for Scientific and Industrial

Research
(vi) Representatives of the Ministry of Finance

The Committee acknowledges their representation and is

grateful for their co-operation.

REFERENCE DOCUMENTS

(a) The 1992 Constitution of the Republic of Ghana

(b) The 2001 Budget Statement

(¢) The Standing Orders of the House

(d) The detailed 2002 Annual Estimates of the Ministry of

Environment and Science.

MISSION STATEMENT
The Ministry of Environment exists primarily to set up a strong

national scientific and technological base for accelerated
sustainable development of the country with the aim of

enhancing the quality of life for all.

The Ministry hopes to achieve this through
(i) Cost-effective use of appropriate technologies
(i) Safe and sound environmental practices, and

(i) Efficient human settlement development.




5.0 OBJECTIVES
The Ministry of Environment and Science intends to pursue the

following seven objectives:

(i)

(if)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

The intensification of application of safe and sound

environmental practices.

The promotion of the products of Science and

Technology to increase public demand.

The Strengthening of institutional capacity for delivery of
effective human resource management, infrastructure

policies and legislations.

The increase in Public Demand for Science and
Technology Products and Services, through enhanced
Research Institutions and a massive public

relations/marketing process.

The ensuring of proper planning of Human Settlements
and compliance with its guidelines, standards and

regulations.
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(vii)

The strengthening of linkages with local as well as Sub
Regional, Regional and International collaborating

Agencies.

Finally the promotion, co-ordination and evaluation of

Regional and District activities.

These objectives, it is hoped, are to be accomplished through

the combined efforts of

(i)

(if)

(iff)

The sector Ministry, Town and Country Planning
Department (TCPD), Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and the Rural Environment Project (EPA).

The CSIR Secretariat and its 13 Research Institutions

The Ghana Atomic energy commission and the 3

institutes under it.

EXPENDITURE ESTIMATES OF THE MINISTRY

AND ITS AFFILIATE ORGANISATIONS

In order to achieve the afore-mentioned mission and objectives

for the year, the Ministry has been allocated a sum of One

Hundred and Twenty Four Billion, Two Hundred and Sixty-

Nine Million, Nine Hundred and Eight Thousand, Four
Hundred Cedis (¢124,269,908,400) made up of Government
of Ghana allocation of approximately Ninety-Three Billion,
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(i)

One Hundred and Sixty-Three Million (¢93.163 Bn.) and
Donor facility of approximately Thirty-One Billion, One
Hundred and Five Million (¢31.105 Bn.). This puts G.0.G.

allocation at 75% and Donor at 25%.

For detailed information the expenditure estimates of the
Ministry with its departments and Agencies for 2002 can be

found in the Table 1.of the Appendix.

OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The Commitiee observed that though the Ministry with it's

Department and Agencies is working assiduously to achieve
technological advancement for the country it is constrained by

the following problems:

Budgetary allocations are most often inadequate and releases
~are not made on time. This affects the progress of time-bound

projects. Your Committee therefore recommends that Ministry of

Finance should ensure that releases are regular and timely in
order to facilitate and avert delays in execution of the activities
most of which are occasioned by time. Late disbursement of

funds makes set goals unattainable.

(i) The Committee observed that Departments and Agencies of the

ministry do not have access to their own internally generated




(iif)

funds which they pay into the consolidated Fund. It is
recommended that the Ministry of Finance puts in place
mechanism whereby the Department and Agencies may be

allowed some percentage of their IGF to support their research.

The Committee also recognizes that almost all the Departments
and Agencies of the ministry are research-oriented, and
therefore require more funds but the Ministry is compelled to
work within a budget ceiling which in the opinion of the
Committee is considered low for meaningful research. It is
therefore the wish of the Committee to recommend to the
Government to establish a Research Fund to strengthen the
financial resource base of these organizations. This, in the
opinion of your Committee will help to alleviate the financial

problems of the organizations.

The Committee was informed that the Tissue Culture Laboratory
Centre for GAEC is about 95% complete but due to lack of funds
for completion, it is has been lying idle for quite sometime. It is
therefore recommended that the needed 5% fund should be
provided to complete the laboratory in order fo reap the benefits

thereof.




(v) The Committee again was not happy about the long default in
the payment of GAEC membership dues to the International
Atomic Energy Commission (IAEC). Through the continued
association of GAEC with IAEC, Ghana as a country has gained
a lot from IAEC. The provision of radiotherapy centers to Korle
Bu and Komfo Anokye hospitals, are but a few of the benefits
from the association of GAEC with IAEC. As a member of IAEC
the country is losing more and more of the benefits it would have
otherwise derived if it was appointed on to its Board.,

(vi) The Committee observed that most of the achievements of the
Ministry are credited to other sectors which get all the glory and
financial reward leaving MES devoid of recognition hence your
Committee recommends that the ministry makes  concerted
effort to bring its activities and achievements to the fore of the
public. Towards this end the ministry should embark on an

effective public relation drive.

(vii) Your Committee took serious view of the fact that the Technology
Division of the Ministry of Environment and Science has since
2000 been hived from the Ministry. After being briefed that the
mission and objective of the ministry largely involve the creation,
the development and promotion of technology to all, it became
apparent that the decision to hive technology from the ministry
needs to be revisited. it is the considered view of the Committee

that Science and Technology go hand in hand.




8.0 CONCLUSION

The Committee upon thorough examination and critical analysis
of the 2002 Draft Estimates of the Ministry of Environment and
Science recommends that the sum of One Hundred and
Twenty Four Billion, Two Hundred and Sixty Nine Million,
Nine Hundred and Eight Thousand, Four Hundred Cedis
(¢124,269,908,400) be approved by this House for the activities
of Ministry of Environment and Science.

Respectfully submitted.

HON. DR. E. BAFFOE-BONNIE
CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE ON
ENVIRONMENT, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY

ASANTE AMOAKO-ATTA
SUPERVISING CLERK
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