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Madam Speaker,
Vice Preslident,
Honourable Members of the House,

| have the honour to appear before you this morning to discharge
the constitutional mandate given to the President of the Republic of
Ghana to annually present a State of the Nation report to

Parliament.

Madam Speaker,

As with the Presidency, Parllament is also into Its third year of its
four-year term.

Working together over the past two years has been a rewarding
experience and | urge members on both sides of the House to
approach the work that lies ahead with a sense of common purpose.

Let our debates and discussions continue to be stimulating and
constructive in the Interest of a Better Ghana.

Madam Speaker,

Right behind us, work s progressing on Job 600 to provide offices
for our Honourable Members of Parllament.

The on-going work is a statement that slowly but surely we are
making progress.
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And in this year of action, we will continue to fund t

.o offices
' functional
‘to.be completed so that our lawmakers can have fu
to operate from.

Madam Speaker, ary, YU
» of Janualy:
\/Last year when Parliament reconveneq on the 23:::15.
~ called on Honourable Members to be time cons

Il.
I hope the Honourable Members heeded to your ca

In this Action Year,

notches
' : move

our time consciousness must
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Madam Speaker,
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months upon assumption
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* bequeatheq to us by the previous administration.
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The challenges were indeed more daunting than we ha

i

V - : as go |ths
That address Spelt out Measures this Admlmstratlf-‘tg ‘;’oo iﬁmg
take to deal with issues to restore the economy o sust?
improve govemance of the nation while consolidating

our democracy. :
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Madam Speaker,

| am happy to report that as a result of prudent policy measures
and with understanding and support of Ghanaians, we were able to
sustain macroeconomic stability in 2010 with year-on-year inflation
declining further from about 16% in 2009 to a single-digit figure of
below 9%, the lowest inflation figure in about twa decades.

Why do we stress on this historic achievement?

Madam Speaker,

Inflation is the worst economic nightmare any country céh go
through. It breeds economic and financial instability and imposes

hardship on the most vulnerable.

To be successful in tackling it is to create conditions for economic
growth. '

What we achieved for ourselves last year in confronfing inflation
was therefore notable. The challenge now is to remain on course.

Many Honourable Members of the: House who participate~in
International conferences both within and outside can confirm the
positive view the intemational cqmmunity holds of Ghana's economic

progress.

| know the question they often ask you is wheiher we ;héve the
courage and resolve to sustain the economy on this road to growth

and prosperity.

My simple answer is yes; this Administration intends to stay the
course because there are no short cuts. :

3
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. e Of Inﬂatlons
In addition to the successful efforts at curblngl ﬂ:; ,'1' 2:nic downturn
We also note with satisfaction that the globa erespectable o
notwithstanding, Ghana managed to maintain a | this year:
rate in 2010 and s poised to attain a higher leve

3 nk
| World Ba
Indeed, much beyong oyr own expectations, the

the
world for
predicts that Ghana woulq post the highest GDP in the w

year 2011, . . |

Madam Speak'_e.r,_

' I
‘ | n,
' onstitutio
In _compliance with Article 36 clause 5 of th; t,fco.ordlnat:;
Présented to Parllament last December Governm ont Policies
Programme of Economic and Soclal Developm
2010-201s,

amme

As | note In the Preface, the main thrust of thisdpjrggzreatlon-
transform the economy for accelerated growth.an -urcie
.., I . v e n reso
We aim to achieye this through accelerated 'Lumsalue’a dt?\g
development. agricultura| mechanization an f
Processing of. ouyr

0
e back
F national resource endowments on the
new oll and gas resources, '

| ¢ of
hmen
ne of the highlights of gne document is the establls

tial
ce spai®’
Special Development Zones which is an Initiative to redu
and.income Inequality, : v

Is
_ : which
The Savannah Accelerated Development Authority (SADA) noed
one of the NDC.20pg

meé
‘Manifesto pledges has already com
work. - .
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Madam Speaker,

A donor's conference is in the offing to commit funds for SADA's
operations.

The additional special zones we propose all of which will be under
the Office of the President, will include;

a. Westem Coridor Development Authority which will subsume
the Central Region Development Commission (CEDECOM),

b. Eastern Cormridor Development Authority which will have a
mandate covering the Volta Region and Afram Plains;

c. The Forest Belt Development Authority comprising the.
forest zones in the Eastern, Ashanti and Brong Ahafo.
Regions.

Madam Speaker,

Our developmeént partners have continued to offer development
assistance and in some instances indieated their readiness to
increase levels of assistance . :

We are grateful to them for recognizing:the capacity, readiness and '
democratic integrity of this Administration to be reliable partners.

Madamepeaker, '

This Govemment has achieved appreciable success in 1ts effort - to
diversify the range of development assistance

During my .visits to Japan and China ln September last year,
we received pledges of substantial support especially towards:
infrastructural development.
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A special team has been working to ensure urgent follo

n IS
. ile the iron |
because ag the old saying goes — we must strike while
hot.

Madam Speaker,

at should
The quantum of funding for infrastructure de\{e!opme?; ethFar East:
be available to the economy following our visits ?ok the econom)
appears to have caysed a stir among those Wh? “}'“ stments 5
of Ghana is too smag|] to absorb such substantial inve

we are destined to remain a smal| economy.

Let us have confidence in ourselves.

Madam Speaker,

| have had Occasion to state
nation and we

lated speed.

a
, by a8
hat too much has passtl?jgs :sat U
need to move as fast as we can; of co

cte
\ s restr
Past failures Seem to have Created a mentality that ha

national ambition,

Itis time for thig Country to think big and think positive.
Of course we should n

ur
. r set 0
Ot raise unrealistic expeqtatlor:b(i;ious d
Sights oo high byt there is nothing wrong in being a
daring.

Madam Speaker,

, 0
. arried with usk in
On our visit to the Far East Jast September we ¢
blueprint for the re

. il né
habilitation and expansion of rail
Ghana.
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We also had our blueprint for roads covering the Eastern Corridor
spanning Ho all the way to Nkwanta, Kadjebi, Worawora, Yendi and
beyond.

We had the blueprint for the Western corridor stretching from Elubo
through Enchi, Juaboso and all the way to Wa in the Upper West
Region and beyond. .

These and other extensive road projects envisaged in the oil
enclave namely Takoradi, Mpataba, Bonyere and elsewhere and
economic roads in Tarkwa and Bogoso etc. are a statement of
intent on where this Administration wants Ghana to be within the

foreseeable future.
Madam Speaker,

Agreements covering these projects will be laid before the House
shortly and | count on the ready support of Honourable Members so
that we can get going because as the old adage goes: Tlme and
Tide wait for no man.

MIDDLE-INCOME STATUS

Madam Speaker,
Following the 'rebasing'of the economic indices ‘of our nation, we are
now at least in theory — a middle-income economy. ~

| use the phrase in theory advisedly because when we compare the
levels of development in other middle-income*countries it would
seem we have a lot of catching-up to do

The substantial investments we secure wnll take us closer to the
levels achieved by other middle-income countries in road and rail

7
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. rovision
construction, in the oil and gas industry, education, health, p
of water, electricity and even waste management.

The provisional results of the 2010 Census put Ghana'’s pop

ion figure 0
at a little over 24 million compared to the 2000 population 1ig |
around 18 million,

t
' YRR} ear tha
While awaiting the final figures for the 2010 Gensus, it is ¢

’ o commen'
we have a lot of planning to do to raise living standards
surate with our middle-income status.

Madam Speaker,

|
y ing of our 0
The year 2010 certainly ended on a high, with the pumping ©

in commercia] quantities. .

we join the ran

) thank the
As ks of oil-producing countries and ‘than
Almighty for th

. nation’
© many gifts he has bestowed upon t|-“f&::.r eve
i overnment will account
Pesewa of the oil revenye, '

Madam Speaker,

. . 2 and
| know that the majority of Ghanaians accept that the policies
Vernment are in the right direction.

ssef
Y I am also aware of the ©xpectations for Government to act to lé f

W ot to 057
the economic burden especially following the increases in pricé
some petroleum products,

“rati . thind
A social democratic Government such as ours gains NO

itically by increasing petroleum prices. . TOR
59"“:; )éut);/ however to find a real anq lasting solution to the 4o Ol
de'gt even as we watch with some trepidation, the rising cry
prices on the world market.
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| am not interested in interminable arguments over the issue of the
TOR debt. '

What | know is that the debt must be settled for the sake of a
healthy, sustainable economy and for the sake of ensuring that we
can adequately cater for our development needs.

Madam Speaker,

This Administration has been bold and courageous in taking steps
toward the implementation of the single spine salary regime.

The new salary structure goes a long way in bringing equity and
improvement in salaries especially in the public sector.

My appreciation goes to the leadership of organized labour and its
rank and file for the patience and maturity they continue to show at

various stages of implementation.

Negotiations on a new minimum wage have been comglefed and
the result is likely to influence collective bargaining negotiations.

My appeal is for moderation in wage demands because large wage
bills means less money for investment in needed infrastructure and

provision of social amenities.

GOVERNANCE

Madam Speaker,

In the sphere of governance, the Constitution Review Commission
has since its inauguration last year employed a consultations
strategy which is geared towards ensuring that Ghanaians within

9
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. : into the
and outside the country get the opportunity to make inputs mtot
review process.

e
I am informed that it has targeted the 1st — 5th March for th

. nt
National Constitutional Conference that will finalize the amendme
proposal to the Constitution.

Our objective is therefore on course.

Madam Speaker,

It is the intention of Government to ensure that relevant Compleﬂt:ﬂ
and on-going policy reforms will be duly merged with the.C?"San
tion review exercise to ensure a product that is holistic
reflective of our common heritage as Ghanaians.

S include the new Decentralization PO"SI
osals from the Presidential Committee (o,
Emoluments; and the revised legislation on the Oil and Gas Sec

In that vein, 1 will urge Honourable Members to joinin s;ustalnlngtha
review process by encouraging a “yes” vote at any referendum

: n
may be required and by Supporting the passage of any amendmé
bills that come before the House,

These other initiative
Framework; the prop

Madam Speaker,

' s el
The performance of the Electoral Commission in the District |I;et‘ll1
Elections has been a matter of public concern especially wit .
next Presidential and Parliamentary Elections around the corner.

ime
I hope what happened in the District Level Elections was a one-im

its
mishap and for the 2012 Elections the EC will Jive up ©
acclaimed reputation as one of the best in the world.

10
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Government will continue to support the ECand ensure that we
come out of the 2012 Election with additional high flying democratic
credentials.

WOMEN AND GOVERNANCE
Madam Speaker,

We indicated our general acceptance of the objectives of the ?004
“Women’s Manifesto for Ghana” which are based on the achlevg-
ment of the gender equality and equity in national development In
our own Manifesto of 2008.

i ini ildren’s Affairs will work
This year, the Ministry of Women and Children’s A
with the sponsors of the Women'’s Manifesto and other.stakeh.old?rs
to incorporate its key demands in @ revised “Affirmative Action for
Women” which we hope to finalise by the end of the year.

ENERGY

Madam Speaker,

| have already made reference to the commissioning of Oil from the
Jubilee Field.

f the Petroleum
It is important to conclude the passage © :
Commission Bill which is before Parliament in order to give legal
backing to issues of local content and participation in the petroleum
sector.

Madam Speaker,

This Government remains committed to providing adequate and
reliable supply of energy to households and industry.

11
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The supply of natural gas from Nigeria through the West Africa Gas
Pipeline Project commenced in March last year.

This fuels two 100 megawatts gas turbines of the VRA as well as the
Ho Asogli Thermal Plant.

Last year, the Aboadze to Volta transmission line was synchronized
to the National Grid.

The, construction of a 132 megawatts thermal power station in
Takoradi alsq began last year and is scheduled for completion at the
end of this year. ‘

In the course of this year, we will be seeking Parliamentary approval
for financing arrangements for the Takoradi International Company
for the expansion of their capacity from 220 to 330 megawatts.

High capacity new- power transformers have been installed in
Kumasi, Ho, Anekpe, Techiman and Takoradi to ingrease transmis-
sion capacity and ensure reliable supply at these stations.

The ECG is also undertaking construction of primary substations in
* Accra, Tema and Kumasi. Over the past two years 705 towns have

been connected to the national electricity grid.

As part of the continuous exercise of extending electricity to rural
communities, in 2011, more communities especially in the, Western,
Volta, Central, Northern, Upper East and Upper West Regions will
be connected to the national electricity grid to close the regional

distribution gap.

12
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AGRICULTURE
‘Madam Speaker,

!Vlodernization of agriculture, enhanced food security and creating
job opportunities along the entire agricultural value chain are
priorities of this Administration.

There have been notable increases of maize, nce sorghum,
plantain and yam production.

The goal of this Administration to make locally produced food more
abundant and affordable is on course.

The implementation plan for the National lmgatlon Policy -will be
completed and launched during 2011.

The first phase of the Accra Plains Imgation Project, covering an
area of about 5,000 hectares will be implemented to promote double
and where possible, triple cropping of vegetables and cereals.

The Youth in Agriculture Programme has chalked some degree of
success and its scope will be expanded this year.

The National Buffer Stock Company will this year improve‘ its
storage capacity of 34,000 metric tonnes to at least 60,000 metric

tonnes.

The Company will also acquire a modern rice mill to enhance the
processing of local paddy rice. ,

The Export Development Investment Fund (EDIF) will be converted
to the Export Development and Agriculture Investment Fund
(EDAIF). L NPT

13
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Tr_mis will en;able the Agency to support entrepreneurs and investors
with needed credit in the agricultural sector as well. >

FISHERIES COLLEGE

ln.fulﬂllm'ent of a promise in our manifesto, the Ministry of Agriculture
will collaborate with the University of Cape Coast to establish @
Fisheries College at Anomabu in the Central Region.

The Satellite Campus is expected to train professional technicians
who will help to modernize Ghana's Fishing Industry.

HEALTH

Madam Speaker,

In order to achieve the health related MDGs by 2015, Government
will continue to concentrate on improving health outcomes by
targeting resources towards the health of women and children, and
prevention and control of communicable and non-communicable

diseases.

The National Health Insurance Scheme (NHIS) will continue to
provide financial risk protection against the cost of basic quality
health care for all citizens in Ghana.

Madam Speaker,

Even though there are geographical hotspots in the country, we have
continued to reduce our national HIV/AIDS prevalence rate which
currently stands at 1.9% and we aim to achieve virtual elimination of

mother to child HIV transmission within the next 5 years.

note that we are on the verge of oncé

Ghanaians will be happy to \vorm disease in Ghana,

again eradicating the guinéa
14
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Since May 2010, when the last case was reported, we have not
seen any case of guinea worm in Ghana. :

Madam Speaker,

In the area of health infrastructure, the construction works on District
Hospitals will continue.

Regional Hospitals and staff housing at Wa, Kumasi, Sekondi-
Takoradi and Tema will commence. '

Other projects include the ongoing refurbishment of the Tamale
Teaching Hospital and the expansion of Radiotherapy and Nuclear
Medicine Centres at the Korle-Bu and Komfo Anokye Teaching
Hospitals. = ' '

Madam Speaker,

Following the passage of the Mental Health Act, Government will
adopt a’ community mental health care strategy to facilitate the
implementation of the Act. .

The required Legislative Instrument to operationalize other aspects
of the Act will also be laid before Parliament.

EDUCATION
Madam Speaker,
This year, we will further intensify our commitment to free exercise

books, free school uniforms and turn more schools under trees into
brick and mortar classroom blocks.

15
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We will also expand the Capitation Grant as well as the School
Feeding Programme Support.

The latter program has been restructured in such a way that the
development partners which earlier pulled out on account of p<_>0l'
financial and procurement audit reports are considering resuming
their financial support for the programme.

Government will continue to provide incentives and motivation
packages for teachers, especially those in deprived areas.

Madam Speaker,

In the co-ordinated programme of economic and social develop-
ment policies | referred to earlier, we have noted tHe rate at which
the computerized placement mechanism is blocking access to
Second Cycle Education by pupils from Basic Schools in the catch-
ment areas.

It has therefore been decided that from the 2011-12 academic year,

the policy of selecting 30% of first year students from within 10-mile
radius of where schools are situated will be restored.

Madam Speaker,

The Ministry of Environment, Science and Technology has already

begun distributing computer notebooks to brilliant but needy sciencé
students.

In line with Government's vision to expand ICT infrastructuré
development, this Administration has also put in place a Teniag
Institutions Internal Access Programme (TIIAP) of institutions
benefit from a discounted laptop scheme.

ST 16
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._Ir_he first batch of beneficiaries of the Mathematics, Science and
echnology Scholarship Scheme as promised in our manifesto will

be awarded scholarships before the end of March.

The scheme covers needy but brilliant science biased students in

Second Cycle and Tertiary Level Institutions.
Madam Speaker, ‘

Government will continue to support the expansion of especially
Tertiary Education including those in the Private Sector but .wﬂl '
not allow a mushrooming of institutions without the appropriate
accreditation.

work td begin on the

As you are aware | have already cut the sod for
the Volta and Brond

Rromised two additional Public Universities in
hafo Regions.

Madam Speaker,

IP ;sod'cumng for the commencement of works on the construction
e University of Health and Allied Sciences in the Volta Region,

Byl as the University of Energy and Natural Resources in the
rong Ahafo Region, is ample testimony to our commitment o
reathe life into our manifesto pledges.

ROADS SECTOR

Madam Speaker,

oan confidently say that our roads sector expansion project is very

Much on course.

17
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Ongoing or completed projects include Tetteh Quarshie-Madina,
Asankragwa-Enchi, Achimota-Ofankor, Kumasi-Techiman (Phase 2).

The Eastern Corridor Road which links Accra through the Volta
Region to the Northern Region will begin in earnest once this August
House approves the financing arrangements.

Anumber of feeder road projects were completed in 2010 and more
are to follow this year.

Madam Speaker |

We cannot fail to notice that traffic lights in major urban centres
some of which ceased functioning for about 10 years have been

power outages.

Our busy intersections have therefore become less hazardous for
motorists.

Of course, there is stili a lot of work to be done and we are not
relenting in our effort in this regard. :

HOUSING
Madam Speaker,

The sod has just been cut for work to commence on the construction

of an inifial 30,000 housing units out of a tota of 200,000 units to b
completed in 5 years.

The first phase of the 30,000 unjts is targeted at the Set"‘::‘tg
agencies in all the 10 Regions in order to provide deFG'f‘rn .
acceptable accommodation for our men ang women in unifo

18
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g subée
quently, all othe
. , r cat i i
& increase in oyr housingegz)r;?(s of workers will also benefit from

WATER

Madam Speaker,

water supply situation.

Some
" .

Progress is being made in the existing
have access to water.

Throy
h S
he gh rationing, many parts of Accra now
© rehabilitati
ich js eXpZtcl;?g dotf water trgatment plant and pipelines at Kpong
werdl Water Suppl °P5t?rt this year as well as the ongoing ATMA
ater supply, ply Project will go a long way in further improving

The K

~ Kwanyako-
; ehe!r to th g pl;% sgsf;a Water Interconnection Project has brought
Nd its environs of Kasoa, Awutu, Senya Beraku, Gomoa Fetteh

The ’
€Xpansio ;
n of Kumasi Barekese Water Treatment Plant has also

[}
®N completed,

The y
Water ¢ :
reatment plants at Konongo, Kumawu and Kwahu and
Navrongo,

©r projec .
th°n90 ;S t\?v;? vering Damongo, Essakyer, Bolgatanga,
tofothout the o as several other District capitals and towns
Meet the Mi| ountry are concrete evidence of our determination
ennium Development Goals of water for all by 2015.

M

ans in the areas of housing,

Ou'-
masS‘ '

Ive infrastructure expansion pl
job opporlunities for many

S and .
Categories railways, will open up lots of
of our labour force.
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The National Youth Employment Programme (NYEP) continues to
expand its operations and is giving emplayment to lots of our youth.
Our Youth in Agriculture Programme is also going to create more
jobs especially after the Accra Plains irrigation project takes off.

Madam Speaker,

Our security agencies have already started recruitment exercises
which will see a number of our youth in uniform once they complete
their training programmes.

It is also anticipated that once our financial institutions respond
appropriately and reduce the cost of credit, the ability to access
loans will stimulate industry growth which will in tumn create oppor-
tunities for job creation.

YOUTH AND SPORTS DEVELOPMENT

Madam Speaker,

My Christmas card for last year featured a picture of the gallant

lack Stars who did i : d Cup in
South Africa, the nation proud.ln the 2010 Worl

| meant i - .

remeear:tt;eIt as a signal that our country's heroes will always be
red and that Ghana is worth dying for.

0o :

NCe again, on ek ' jate
e for doing theer:;:‘; of all the people of Ghana | congralV

N proud.

. #
Lo 0

has s€!

&

We must

triv

Stive g . in
world foothgy - © Maintain the high standards Ghana_
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In thi

couabirf;garq' the Youth and Sports Ministry is being tasked to

football a e with the GFA and private stakeholders to rebuild colts
s a base for the growth of Ghana's football.

Other Y’ . .
harnessmrtmg disciplines will also be used as rallying points to
s the potential of the youth.

Madam Speaker,

of our youth

We .
are going to make an effort to reorient the psyche
pecially on

rdS: . ;
e iSSerhat we consider to be Ghanaian values — €S
of moral consciousness. "

The Min
e Ministry of Education will be working in conjunction with the

Inis o s
Drivat:y of .C_h'eﬂa'ﬂcy and Culture as well as the relevant state and
entities to reinforce Arts and Culture Festivals .in second

cy‘cle institutions,

AlsQ C
0, Cho : ‘ : : istri
 Mationg le:/ae||. Festivals will be organized from the district to the

The idan i
idea is to have a National Festival of Arts, Culture and Choral

Usic .
championed by the youth to reignite their sense

CORRUPTION

Wadam Speaker,

One )
0 . .
S0vernance issue that will forever remain close to my heart, is.

the
. fight against corruption.

As |
;vtiiy of strengthening institutions of state for the fight against
n and provide the needed teeth to bite, the Serious Fraud

21
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Office (SFO) has been reengineered and named the Economic and
Organised Crime Office (EOCO) with prosecutorial powers.

About a fortnight ago, Ghanaians watched a shocking expose of
corrupt activities and practices involving revenue collection at the
Tema Port. ) . T

Last year, there was a similar expose on cocoa smuggling along the
country’s borders. ‘

I expect the Ghana Revenue Authority to relentlessly pursue people
who fail to, or, under-declare incomes simply to avoid paying taxes
- “because the principle of equity demands that the burden of tax
should be shared among all citizens. - : . R

| also expect the management of the Ghana Revenue Authority and
Customs Excise and Preventive Services (CEPS) for that matter to
act without delay to restore public confidence in the organization.

Ma;iam'Speéi(er,

In respect of the Ghana Standards Board and -Foéad and Drugs
Board, | expect them to collaborate to stop the dumping of
sub-standard goods on the Ghanaian market. ‘

Madam Speaker,
| am also concemed about reports from the Auditor-General of 1€
of co-operation by some government departments.

Accordingly, I have directed the 'Auditor-General to invoke ":;
letter and spirit of Act 584 on the withholding of salaries and
emoluments and privileges to persons who fail to heed queries

the Auditor General's Department. - : B

22
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Madam Speaker,

We will .
agen cie:‘:"tmue_ to cooperate with civil society and anti-corruption
o continue to wage a concerted war against corruption.

SEC
URITY AND PUBLIC SAFETY -

Madam Speaker,

We ar .

oil ande not taking lightly the potential threats to the security of the
gas industry. -

The |

maintgior\:emment_"ﬁas taken steps fo enable the Ghana Navy

a strong maritime presence.

The G

aircraﬂ;\ana Air Force is also being re-equipped with e
» surveillance planes and helicopters-

The .
ensl?e V:“h' enhance the capacity Of the Ghana Amed Forces 0
Passage t§ country’s territorial integrity and pI'QV'de fivities
includin all lggitimate traffic while combating illegal ac” :

g, bunkering, drug trafficking, poaching and palf

Madam Speaker,
help of other

Witho
Secwilt;t, doubt, the Ghana Police gervice with the of O
armeq , gencies have clamped down heavily O crime—especialy
ed robbery.
' am )
is tha':fg‘saying that there are no cases of robbery; what ! am saying
T e armed robbers are no longer operating with impuniy:
his .
eefl;atr' with the recruitment of an additiona! 3,200 personnel 10
he Police Service, crime will b fought with extra zeal.

23



11
State of the Nation Address — Thursday, 17th February 201

' ct the
| am concerned with cases of unsolved murders and | expe

' ion where
Police Administration to seek external help and collabciratlon
necessary.

i erial
Late last year, | ordered the re-opening of mvestiga;iggg i.,mo s
killing of women which occurred in the period 1998- .

3t to the
That sad chapter in our history will not be closed until we gét
bottom of those serial killings, \
o cause
Still on security, Madam Speaker, fire outbreaks contti:lle to cat
havoc throughout the country especially in the markets.

olitan
In this action year, | expect District, Municipal an? “geg,o;guw
Chief Executives to mount a serious check on violation

: which
tions and Bye-Laws and remove unauthorized structures
obstruct access to marke

s, draihs and fire hydrants.
Public institutions are also ex

pect . eports
ected to follow up on fire audit repo
and improve safety,. »

This year, the Fir

. o fairly
& Service is expected to take delivery g;:el.
large number of fire-fighting engines and gear for its personn

Madam Sbeaker,

e put
> e integrity of Mother Ghana, | have P

ction’
N red alert and they are under strict i"str,l., roup
to.deal decisively.withjr
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We will
not sit id
nto a stat ly by and allow
e of c some persons to throw
haos just to satisfy their self-centered anctihl‘:o?'gil;lgz

Political desires

WAR ON DRUGS

M

1]

Whe
n | stood |
before this House in my first year @5 President, |
r against the drug

Pledgeq
d to w
Menace, age ?'Ooncerled and relentless wa

say to the people of

Years
down the line, | can confidently
well in this regard.

Ghan
a tha
t we have acquitted ourselves very

| hay
e no re '
gret .
s subjecting myself to @ body check at the Kotoka

In
"ernational Alrport
ergize the

as well:as en
rting to beé

It s
the g
NACoB OfolIZ?as:sway to lead by example
not to allow any official or persons purPo

So
to bu"y them

Ma
I dam speaker'
n the
Oxtory 1 2Ke of e
havenzt‘) which. "Gelﬁent startling revelations about the unacceptable
of c°ca°°lded that ana was used as a major fink in the drug trade,
Whic Ine from th a full scale investigation info the disappearar*
Vesse|e"tered Ghe PQ'lceavault as well as the 77:p@ ce
and mySter?"a s territorial waters aboard the: MV- Benjamin

' do ¢ teriously got missing should-be re-opened; ‘o
conducl':'s in the k T

ed into both ?:Z‘:fsdge that administrative enquiries Were

25
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_ e o
The twist however is that the missing cocaine was not found and th
culprits were not identified.- - ~ :

. . . 0
With a Presidential Commission of Enquiry, we hope to be able t
do both.

_ ) 2 dl!
We will not relent in our fight against the narcotics traqewzlr:ing
believe that the majority of Ghanaians are happy not to be

X . . . nd ‘cocainé
up to daily stories of cocaine here, cocaine there and €0
everywhere.

\

. I r the
We will continue to make Ghana an unattractive des“nat'o?,;oomer
narcotics trade and will collaborate fully with cross-border auriers-
foreign operatives to flush out the drug barons and their c0 2

DISCIPLINE

Madam Speaker,

: o e cannot
It is a fact that when it comes to discipline on our roads, W
Produce a script that we can be proud of.

: n
. age 9
We are constantly waking up to gory stories about the car
our roads, and thijs cannot continue.

s reCiO
.:{Ve cannot continue to sit and watch the wanton loss o
Ives, h
. laW

. . other
| have given strigt instructions to the Ghana Police ansdanctions "
erff.o_rcen'i'f-int agencies to rigidly apply the appropriate
dealing with all whe fall foul of traffic laws. Vi)
ity OV e
| have also instrycteq the Driver Vehicle Licensing Authoriy for

' T se
o c‘?n.d'UCt an immediate review of internal proces
acquisitiori of licenses. -
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This i
e that we do not issue licenses 10 people who are not

Qualified to have them

strengthen legislation
vehicles that stay on
price for it '

The A
ttorney- |
:o ensure ngeeneral's office is to review and
he roads arld‘$->rs and owners of broken down
cause accidents and deaths pay the

N .
V AND ORDER AND THE MEDIA

M
adam Speaker,

All of '
us su i :
bscribe to the rule of law and free speech-

claim, but rather to

It is
Practice On\;?; g‘ ?t enough to believe or Pro
Pais elief in an acceptable and peaceful manner-
|Ca| stab- . . -
ility is the gift of political discipline by all actors-

Tho

se of us .
®Nsuring th:t'g leadership positions bear the heaviest purden in
ur actions and utterances d0 not incite |awlessness

ang g
ama AL
ge our sense of community.

1

The

medi

t iah

C:ffen°°“rag: sra.huge responsibility in the offort we must all make

erent views ational exchanges ameng reasonable people with
ou have the h:ghc:

Let ye .

Us

t all k

jﬁds"y SOr:ee&.one thing in ming; Just pecause You N&2 "

IMent is i does not mean You should. Exercising 9%
em ) .

®Ps to te"o;ta",”ays find fault with oiich other: sometimes also

ories about Ghanaians rising to the occasion-

27
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Madam Speaker,

The draft Broadcasting Bill has been too long on the drawing board.
It is time to consider seriously its enactment to help -control the

excesses that sometimes characterize exchanges in the electronic
media. :

My expectation is that when the time comes, the debate on its
provisions will not fall into predictable patterns of partisan discourse.

FOREIGN POLICY -

Finally, Madam Speaker, a word on our foreign policy.

. his
| believe we. have abundant -experience and expertise in !
country in the art of diplomacy and peacekeeping.

o help our

We will draw on this expertise in our common deslre tion to the

brothers and sisters in'Cote d'lvoire find a lasting solut
political impasse there, - -, S ; -
ana &
This is not the moment for anyone with the interest of iGh
heart to start beating. war drums, | - o
' ytion ©
| will always respect and support calm eslndthoughtfl{I f°s°| 3
disputes. - - o ' ' | »
L o-keepi"d
Ghana Will continue to Participate and support Pe.sacerces and
initiatives across the world to the extent that our re
capacity will permit, il
P - Tt . . Afl']ca an‘d hOpe
We, are keepind-an eye.on events in North
things will simmer down quickly.
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e i

Soon

’ Aff i i

f°llowj ca will wel

owing the come Southern Sudan ' '

' 'conclusive results of the referenduer;)s hZIdn:ev:erc:tcl);nw

The G :
overn
co me
“OPerative Spir?tt °f‘Sudan deserves commendation for the
with ‘which it has handled the process. |

CONcLusION

M
adam Speaker,

olicy

F
m co
ch nfident
Olces  ang 22?12 the challenges notwithstanding, the P
rete development programme of this
level with its promise of

Admj

o 1 inistratio

o N will ra

fer future in a Biesttee? gzgﬁato the nex

ation has been
ing conditions,
s strengthen

In th
e tw
to O yea i
rehr:;;c,re the rz é’; ‘:hls Administration, our pre-occup
ilitate ang omy to good health, improve fiv
expand infrastructure, as well 2

Smocr,

" atic institutions and practice
y K . ‘ '
Dledpg':dge is to build a B ’ : . R .
. 8 etter Ghana and | remain anchored t0 that
oday i ’ - . ) '
algg for . additio | T T i
*S0 have oil. n to cocoa, gold and -other natural‘r'eSource's we

GOd
forbid that
that . . o .o . ol -
::at  why we let this moment slfp through our hends:
Ve thi Y @s
® this cgumr; C;f"‘dﬁm. | will remain focused .and continue, f0
try a clear consclence as.we begin the 3rd year

Of thig
It s ® Administration
my firm . |
 con oL
viction that If we spend a little bit more of our time
® oking doin, we Wil

look|
ng
Q up, i
P thaf we g yr o €] the time |
blessed people living Iri 8 blessed nation. ’
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Madam Speaker,

; low the
We have no other place called home; that is why we msust al
things that unite us to override the things that divide us.

of S are all -
Whether from the, East, West, North, or South, we‘
Ghanaians.

e with
No one group is superior to the others; we are on:itggosi nse of
a common destiny so we must forge ahead yvnth adufuture genera-
purpose of building a nation that this generation an
tions will be proud of,

. he
. iolence is t
And let no one think that inciting or priming others for vio
way to determine the outcome of elections.

again.
This country has come too far to travel down that road ag

TP H g
. the buildin
The foundation we have laid for peace, stability, and for
of a Better Ghana will endure.

Madam Speaker, ol
. of Got:
Ghana will not die; Ghana wil live to proclaim the glory
Madam Spesite; '\;&“
We have built a solig foundation; we will build a soli
we will build £ Better Ghana. t
° -"- e us grea

. o

K e ) ake
May God continte to bless our homeland Ghana and M
and strong.

kind

. r our
I thank you for the opportunity, and | thank you for ¥
attention
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