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When we lose someone, especially someone who is in the prime of
her life. we mourn much rmore than what that person was to
us, or meant to us. We also mourn the possibility of what that person

might have been or could have accomplished.

nis or

"

Mr. Speaker,
Every year since the good people of ‘Ghana elected me to serve as

President, | have come to this august House in fulfilment of Article 67
of the Constitution of the Republic of Ghana to address the state of

our nation

In many ways, because | began as a Member of Parliament, this House
is my political home and its honourable Mmembers are my brothers
and sisters. We stood on different sides and held our positions. We
argued points, and we pointed out what we felt was the error of the
other side's ways. But, a5 | recall, at the end of the day, we were more
than worthy opponents. We recognised ourselves as family, as a

“microcosm of the larger Ghanaian family.

Mr. Speaker, : o )
it pains me today to see the vacant seat of our brother, my friend,

#ChangingLives
v #TransformingGhana
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Putting
People First

Mr. Speaker,
My Government is committed to putting people first. | have said

that again and again over the last several years, but what does that
really mean? How is that declaration affecting the lives of people in

Bawku, Aflao, or Axim?

We politicians are kmown for talking a lot, yet the irony of such a
stereotype is that in actual fact, words often fail us. They fail to convey.
the numerous ways in which what we are doing is directly impacting
the lives of those we are serving. And that is because we speak in
ways that sometimes take the very subjects of our concerns and turn
them into objects, or place them in demographics, or speak of them

as statistics.

We detail projects and proposals, we cite budgets and data, figures
and bottom lines that can feel very far removed from the flesh and
blood realities of the people whose lives we seek to improve.

Mr. Speaker,
In this address on the state of the nation, | would like to show the

direct line between policy and people: | would |ike to show how the
seeds we have been planting for the last three years have taken root
and grown. Some have now become trees bearing fruits that are ripe
for picking. And many more are fast approaching maturity, preparing

to display their gifts.



B

City Initiaf MCI) an

EDUCATION
otter
Mr. Speaker, 5. And what 2 b€ the
I'would like to show how we are changing ||VE@.e“ proven e bether
Place to start than with education, which ha% 5 single life. Ut =
single most effective way not only to change a 5=
lives that surround it
the
cation 1S
se. Educa ents
Education can breal cycles of poverty and abu \;“Ch their Pare
key that can unlock, for children, worlds mi«?sled
could not enter; worlds they never even knew € ously

|
O COnSC /
ave he G(,alrt}
jccess:
acc o |-|a\/5‘

During this term, my first term as President, \A-IC }:anse
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also worked to better train and equip our teachers




to take note O.f their indication that this
400 new direct jobs. Better still, that is

1,400 new direct jobs in Ghanaian businesses.

| would especially like
intervention will help create 1

Mr. Speaker,
In our determination to improve quality education, we have also

introduced two new programmes - the Teacher Professional
Development Initiative and the Provision of Teaching and Learning

Materials programme

The Teacher Professional Development initiative aims to achieve a
target of 95% trained teachers at the basic level by 2020 as set out
in the Education Strategic Plan (ESP). The Provision of Teaching and
Learning Materials (TI.Ms) programme has seen to the distribution of

teaching and learning materials to 10,924 basic schools.

In addition, 30.000 teachers were trained in ICT under the Basic
School Computerisation Programme, bringing the total number of

teachers trained under the programme to 50,000

gChangingLives
#TransformingGhana
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SECONDARY EDUCATION

Mr. Speaker,

Secondary education was plagued with a number of e
notably lack of access, leading to a poor transition rate o
to SHS. We are vigorously confronting these challenges. Under ov'
programme to establish 200 Senior High Schools, I can report that
123.are currently being constructed. But permit me to place th'®
project in a broader perspective.

The first secondary school was established in Ghana 140 years 80 17
1876. Between that date and 2012, the number of public secondary
schools established was 526, The 123 schools that are BerS
implemented right now will create more than 200,000 new places in
the system, thus making the Community Day Schools Intervention the

biggest ever ex i : e £ secondary
; Pansion ntire history of s€
education in Ghana, programme in the e

It is because. of this programme that 16-year-old Apim Shulqmlte IS
now the Assistant School prefect of the Atta Mills Community D&%
Schooliln Otuam. After completing JHS, Apim, who once dreamt O
ltoecommg @ nurse, had to stay home for a year due to lack of access
l—? afsecon‘dary school. Apim's parents are settlers from Somanya-

er father is a taxj driver and her mother sells <econd-hand clothing-

waakye and

During the year that i
sh old
e stayed at home, Apim S Day schools

worked in a chop bar Because of the Community

Intervention, students like Apim are able to go from limited pros

to the fulfilment of persona| greams that ultimately benefit the entire

nation.

Additionally, under . ement
e Improvem

Programme (SEIP), 10 Secondary Educain T olarships

» 19400 students benefitted from s¢ :
60% of the beneficiariag 50 young women, like Gertrude Ahy?@

Yeboah, who is currently 4 _  B0g0s0
' studen tine’s SHS in
in the Western Region, t at St. Augusti

TERTIARY EDUCATION

Mr. Speaker, o e
Enrolment in tertid"y instittiong increased by 6.3% for univer
and 8.9% for Polytechnics

gl s
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In November of last year, | inaugurated the main campus of the
University for Health and Allied Sciences (UHAS) at Ho, which, in
just three years of its establishment, has achieved many remarkable
success stories. So far more than 2,300 students have been enrolled.
Associated with the enrolment is also the creation of 816 direct jobs
for teaching and non-teaching staff of UHAS. But those are just

numbers.

Let me tell you about one of those 2,300 students: Dzidzor Kwamuar
from Fodome-Helu. She lost her mum when she was 10 years old.
When she counted herself along with her 13 siblings, those being her
father's children, there didn’'t seem to be any hope of standing out.
Thankfully, an uncle took care of her through JHS and SHS.

She was admitted to Aburi Girls and com‘p'leted her studies there in
2014 only to find that despite being qualified, she could not attend
medical school due to inadequate access.

Now, with the opening of the University for Health and Allied Sciences,
Dzidzor is indeed standing out. This access has made a tremendous
difference in her life, and it will also make a difference in the lives of

Dzidzor's future patients.

Mr. Speaker,

Progress has been made at
Resources, which has so far a
teaching and non-teaching jobs.

the University of Energy and Natural
dmitted 2,685 students and created 315

ent of the University of Environment and
as been passed and | have appointed an
implementation team to assist the Ministry of Education in realis@ng
this vision. In fulfilment of our pledge to ensure that each region
in Ghana has at least one public university. we are on course to
begin construction this year at Donkokrom in the Afram Plains and

Somanya, all in the Eastern Region.

The bill for the establishm
Sustainable Development h

m(.fiftiaeﬁgce of our policy to convert polytechnics to technical
universities, six (6) have met the 16-p0|nt criteria and have been
recommended for immediate conversion. They are the Kumasi, Accra,
Koforidua, Ho, Sunyani, and Takoradi Polytechnics.
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Permanent campus of the University
of Health and Allied Sciences (UHAS) at
Sokode Lokoein the Volta Region

ecial
- ; ed by a sP
The remaining four polytechnics will be assist uipment and the
arrangement to support them with infrastructure, et:?\e them meet the
strengthenmg of their governance StrUCttlr? to ena

conversion criteria in the shortest possible time

Mr. Speaker, in colleges of
The abolition of the quota system for enrolment in
ed

: ; ent.
Ucation has increased admissions by 63 per ¢

ould not
This has created access for many students who otm;r:gsf?n:fﬂce their
have had the Opportunity. To assist teacher trame?s inee allowances.
education, following the cancellation of the teacher t:ﬁp étudemt Loan
| have asked the Ministry of Education to direct the

Hent
urse stuc
Trust to register trainees on their campuses and disb

loans to them.
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This new system allows us to reinvest in the edm.-,atIOI
generation of teachers ang students.




SIRIETUF THERATIUTADURE VIO Bl

Mr. Speaker,
The double burden of communicable and non-communicable

diseases raises an even more fundamental question about sustainable
healthcare financing. This is precisely why | constituted a Technical
Committee to make proposals that will lead to a fundamental redesign

of the National Health Insurance Scheme.

2015 saw an active NHIS membership of 1.2 million (41% of the
population). Outpatient Utilisation of the National Health Insurance
Scheme rose to 29.6million in 2014 from 597,000 in 2005. For us, this
undeniable pattern of increased utilisation of healthcare insurance
bears ample testimony to the confidence that our population
continues to have both in the Scheme and in the health system.

It is also the reason why guestions about the adequacy of the
funding mechanisms cannot be ignored. To this end, Government
expects the team of technical experts to propose for Government’s
consideration, fundamental reforms that will touch on areas such as
equity, premiums, and expansion of the revenue base, fraud, benefit

packages and procurement of medications.

Mr. Speaker,

| want to make medication af
I want our local pharmaceutical Co
medication as possible right here IN
disbursed more than GH¢50million c&

fordable for all Ghanaians. That is why
mpanies to produce as much
Ghana. To that end, we have
dis to assist them in doing so.

Through this, we hope to achieve an uninterrupted supply of anti-

: ients. There are also innumerable
retroviral drugs for HIV and AIDS patien ume
other associated benefits to this strategy. not least of which is the

creation of more jobs in Ghanaian companies.

W i day, Samuel Amo Tobbin, the Executive
e have here with us tocay h was one of the companies

Chairman of the Tobinco Group. whic .
that benefitted from Govemment's support to the pharmaceutical
industry.

The funds were disbursed through the _Er:(p?]rt Develor;nggi\?:g
Agriculture Industrial Fund (EDAIF). with t efslgppbor 15:0% The
Tobinco has also. increased its production portfolio by L
company produces analgesics. antibiotics, antiretroviral and various

#ChangingLives i
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617-bed Universityof Ghana Teaching Hospital, Accra

Northern Region were affected by Yellow Fever. In December of
last year, there was an outbreak of Pneumaococcal meningitis that
started in the Brong Anafo region. These remind us that public health
emergencies are not to be taken lightly. They are an ever-present

possibility.

Ghana has been commended numerous times by the international
community for being on the frontlines during the Ebola crisis. As
others were standing still or, worse, stepping back because of fear.
we stepped forward and took control of the situation, helping to
mobilise efforts that ultimately helped contain the virus.

The World Health Organisation has declared the Zika virus a Public
Health Emergency of International Concern. Numerous cases of
the virus have been reported in Brazil, the United States and other
countries In the Americas, as well as In parts of Europe and Africa.
The Ministry of Health, acting through its agencies has started
coordinating public education programmes on the prevention of the

Zika virus.

#ChangingLives
#TransformingGhana



iliti with timely
The Ministry is also keeping health facu[ntue; on nzli:d symptomms,
messages on transmission patterns, associate i;gess lanning.
methods of prevention and emergency prepare

) epared and
| assure the people of Ghana that Governr’nef‘tb'ff furl,galp;;i ri)ssue that
equipped to deal with this and any other public

might arise.

HEALTH INFRASTRUCTURE
FOR BETTER HEALTHCARE

Mr. Speaker,

i to
e continue
Our healthcare system has improved tremencéoﬁle{ S\;vstem because
invest heavily in the sector to ensure an even be

le
, ealthy peop
as a social democratic Government, we believe that a h

make a wealthy nation.

invested
Itis for this core reason that over the past few years Wethaa\r/w% human
over US$2billion in health infrastructure. equ'pm(é?]ana's existing
resource. We project to add 6,000 more beds to mpleted.
stock by the end of 2018 when the programme is comp

itutional
Presently, there are two Teaching Hospitals, three iltr;?stdozens
Hospitals, four Regional Hospitals, fourteen District Hospds of CHPS
of Polyclinics and Health Centres, as well as hundre
compound projects all at various stages of completion.

Mr. Speaker.,
Construction of th
rehabilitation of th
Tamale Teaching H

in and
e University Hospital at Legon. upghrgge' gf the
e Ridge Hospital, and the second psmg steadily.
Ospital expansion project are progres

‘ er 2012 is
The Wa Regional Hospital which commenced in Octob

illion, 8-hospitals
presently 70% complete, |t is part of the US$339muillion,
project.

Work on the following hospitals is also progressing:
* 250-bed Regional Hospital in Kumasi-Sewua

* 60-bed District Hospital in Salaga

* 60-bed District Hospital in Tepa



« 60-bed District Hospital in Nsawkaw
« 60-bed District Hospital in Konongo-Odumasi
« 100-bed Municipal Hospital in Atomic-Accra.

Rehabilitation of the 295-bed Bolgatanga Hospital is progressing
satisfactorily. Work on a new modern Emergency Department for
the Korle-bu Teaching Hospital is 90% completed. A 12-bed intensive
care unit (ICU) for the department of surgery has been refurbished

and equipped.

Six district hospitals with integrated IT systems are currently being
designed, constructed and equipped at an estimated cost of US$175
million. The beneficiary communities are Sekondi-Takoradi, Abetifi
District, Garu District, Kumawu District, Fomena District and Dodowa

District.

Mr. Speaker,
| have requested the Minister for Health to convert the Volta Regional

Hospital into a modern Teaching Hospital befitting the status of a
University hospital for use by the University of Health and Allied

Sciences in the Volta Region.

The continuation of the Us$264million National Medical Equipment
Replacement Programme which has, so far, provided diagnostic and
treatment equipment for over 150 hospitals nationwide will ensure
adequate provision for the much-needed retooling of the Regional

Hospital in the Volta Region.

Mr. Speaker,
We are training more heaith care professionals. We are improving on

the conditions of their service so that we may retain them to work in
Ghana. Umar Mahmoud Mogtar worked as a farm hand, but he had
always dreamt of becoming a health professional. His opportunity
came when a health-training institute was opened in Lawra in the
Upper West Region and now he is on course to realise his dream.

We are providing and building a better health infrastructure and
providing more modern equipment to meet the current and future
needs of our population and people, like Mercy Pomaa, who gave
birth at the Nkrankwanta Polyclinic in January of this year, because
Mercy's previous pregnancy went through Caesarean section.

#ChangingLives
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To fulfil the policy of providing Colleges of Education in under-served
areas and to expand access to teacher training, Government is
absorbing into the public stream the following colleges -

. Saint Ambrose College of Education, Dormaa District

. Al-Farak College of Education, Wenchi District - this will become
our first ever Islamic College of Education

- Gambaga College of Education, East Mamprusi District

« St Vincent College of Education, Yend! Municipality

« Bia Lamplighter College of Education, Bia District.

Two other private colleges will be absorbed in the Brong Ahafo
and Ashanti Regions to fulfil the initiative of providing a college of
education in under-served areas. In addition, work will begin on three
new Colleges in the Greater Accra, Central and Northern Regions.
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HEALTH

Mr. Speaker,

ife expectar\cy
At Independence, life expectancy was 47 years. T%i:ﬁcl;s in medicine,
has increased by 14 years. This increase is due t‘? 2 reased numbers of
improvements in heaith infrastructure and mc,- in our adult years.
health personnel, Not only are we living longe

more infants are living to see those years.

has
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d
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and after childbirth because antenatal and intra partum
care have improved,

EFFICIENT HEALTH FINANCING
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i Oberafiné £héatre atthe Paed

iatric Unitof the Korle-BuTeaching Hospital

Mr, Speaker,
The Ghana AIDS Commission has successfully coordinated

implementation of the National HIV and AIDS Strategic Plan 2011
2015, Adult HIV prevalence has stabilised over the past 3 years. The
current prevalence of 1.4% reflects declining new HIV infections and
reduced morbidity and mortality among Persons Living with HIV.

Through targeted prevention strategies, new HIV infections have
declined. We have seen a consistent reduction in new HIV infections
from a baseline of 16,200 new infections to 11,356 in 2014. A 30%
decline over the past 5 years.

We have been successful in reducing annual AIDS deaths by
43% Through collaborative efforts to eliminate Mother-to-Child
Transmission of HIV with advocacy at the highest level, we have
achieved over 50% reduction of transmission of HIV from mother-
to-child. 81% of pregnant wormen receive PMTCT services. 66% of
infected pregnant women receive treatment to prevent mother-to-

child transmission of HIV.

#Changinglives
#TransformingGhana



4 stically
The prevalence of HIV among exposed babies hasfre?:%%?,/fra
to 8% at birth and 21% after breastfeeding; down fro

eed on
The Ghana AIDS Commission and its st.akeholderOS](!;Eé\/oezggtrowardS
priorities for the new National Strategic Plan 2 (90% of PLHIV
achieving the 90-90-90 fast-track targets for.Ghana tment and 90%
know their status, 90% of PLHIV on Antiretroviral trea
achieve immune suppression).

. ion and
These priorities include strengthening of strategic |nfor';“aa|t8'%r; HiV
health systems, as well as community empowerment to ?Nill strive to
testing, treatment and targeted behaviour change. We d meet the
eliminate mother-to-child transmission of HIV by 2017 an
needs of adolescents and youth.

SOCIAL PROTECTION

Mr. Speaker, hieve
_ to ac

We recognise that while carrying out structural refo';glsds that are

fiscal stability, many vulnerable families and house tion in their

below the poverty line, could suffer further deteriora

\ ; ; roteCtiOn
quality of life. For this reason, Government takes its social P
policies very seriously.

, d social
We have made remarkable gains in the Gender. Ch”drenf?:mework.
Protection sector by strengthening the legal and policy :

effectively mainstreaming gender concerns, and increas! 9
rights protection.

our
Cabinet has approved five important policies to strengtt::”ch“d
Gender, Children and Social Protection programmes " the Social
and Family Welfare Policy: the National Gender Policy. ochool
Protection Policy; the Justice for Children Policy and the
Feeding Policy.

ial

r Socla

Other critical pieces of legis|ation designed to Strength@:énl. the

protection programmes, sych as the Affirmative Actloand Foster
Ageing Bill, the Domestic Viglence Regulations, Adoption



Care Regulations, have all been finalised and validated. These Bills
and the Regulations will be presented to this House this year, to be
enacted into law.

In addition, we are also implementing programnmes to protect the
elderly. The new EBAN card introduced by the Ministry has gained
acceptance in many institutions, and the elderly who present the
cards at bus stations, banks, hospitals and other public places are
given priority in order of service. So far, over 14,000 cards have been
issued in 7 regions, with the Ministry of Gender; Children and Social
Protection set to issue an additional 9,000 to conclude the first phase.

Mr. Speaker, N
We also continue to work to improve the opportunities available to

persons with disability. It has been proven over and over again that
“disability is not inability.” Our Minister for Chieftaincy and Traditional
Affairs, Dr. Seidu Danaa, is a living testimony of the veracity of this
statement. He performs his duties just as effectively as the other

members of my Cabinet.

Mr. lvor Greenstreet, for many years General Secretary of the CPP, and
now Presidential Candidate of the party, is also a testament to the
fact that disability should not be allowed to be a bar to achievement.

It is estimated that persons with one form of disability or other
constitute roughly 10% of our population, meaning that about 2.6
million of our compatriots fall into this category. | am of the opinion
that marginalisation of such a huge segment of the population is not
only unconscionable and impractical, but also unwise.

Many governmental and charity institutions are providing skills
training for persons with disability to improve their opportunities in
the world of work.

Jnder the Skills Development Fund (SDF), support has been provided
to the Ghana Soctety for the Physically Disabled to procure a modern
automated cha'k moulding plant in order to enhance the production
of chalk at therr factory This support will allow the organisation to
meet the standard required by the Ghana Education Service.
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standards On ACCGSSII" Disability (NCPD) has d *_\BI;'JGd the Ghana
enable owners of pupj Bility Designs far L']f"{" P rhis wil
for disabled persons IC buildin . mplementation. '

ns gs to provide acc posibility t@ buxlc_imgS
Mr. Speaker.
|ast year. on July 23
formal visit to @ Ghan;q‘l b

jont tO pay @

~{TIEE

ec :
55 Drei]m(? the first sitting presic
son. Joining the Prison Counclh



and inmates of Nsawam for the‘launch of F_’roj_ect Efiase. opened
my eyes to the deplorable qond!t;ons that exist In our prisons. As a
follow-up to my visit, the Prisons Council is working on a new block
at Nsawam specifically designed to decongest the prison, for which
construction will begin this year.

Mr. Speaker,

In order to empower head porters - kayayei - and reduce their
vulnerability, we have sel up coordinated gender-based response
centres at Mallam Atta and Agbogbloshie markets as a pilot to
provide humanitarian support, counselling services, and psycho-social
support to kayayer and market women. We have also registered a
1000 of the kayaye! free onto the NHIS in order to enable them access
auality healthcare. In addition, a micro-finance credit programme for
alternative livelihoods for market porters will also be launched.

Mr. Speaker _
Government progressively expanded the Livelihood Empowerment
Against Poverty (LEAP) programme from 1640 beneficiary

households in 2008, to 71.000 in January 2013.

#ChanginglLives
a#TransformingGhana
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As at November 2015, LEAP had been expanded to 144-980,beneﬂaari§
households. The cash grants have also been increased this ye(aj" put
has helped beneficiaries to not only address their critical nee fs'mily
also to invest in income-generating ventures that supp|ement ’
finances. | will share with you two such examples of this.

42-year old LEAP beneficiary Zenabu Sumaila, from Ninkog©o Ti::g
Pusiga district of the Upper East region, has invested her Qraphoo .
pig farming. Before that, she had no meaningful sourceé of lNehI n he
Zenabu used to help her husband tend a small farm but whe
died, it threw her ang her two children into abject poverty.

her community

She had to rely on the kindness of the people in eding her

for virtually everything. Even the Chief assisted her in fe
household.

t
The lack of an income source also meant that her children C°|U|hdcgse.
attend school regularly and the family could not afford healt nabu
After receiving her cash grants on a number of occasions, Zg o
started saving and she invested in animal rearing. She starté
one piglet and she now has more than ten.

o e
She has been able to supplement her cash grants with m?urgh
generated from selling the piglets. She is now able to buy €7 larly
food for her householq Her children are attending school l'egt;e to
and by virtue of being a |LEAP beneficiary, Zenabu was als0 2
register on the National health Insurance Scheme free Of chargé

Another LEAP benefj
Kulbiainthe Bolgatan
A widow, Awenemi
that she owned to

u
ciary, Awenemi Apogyanga. from Sur?g::;?r?g
9a Municipality, proved to bejust 35 ?ntihe joom
sed to try to make ends meet by using was not
O Weave kente. The money this brought I chool
enough to sustain her household so her children would skip S che
to do part-time work to make enough money to buy material 50
could sew and sell more kente.

a
. . : roCUred
With the assistance of the | EAP pProgramme, Awenem Pal in orde

weaving machine and she is now able to afford the Matere . Her
to make kente, which she then selis to smock makers at ey for
children no longer have to abandon school! to help earn M
the household.
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Mr. Speaker, e 1;
These are living testimonies of how people’s lives are changed.

YOUTH

Mr. r, ) . .
To esfsi?'zethe smooth implementation of the National YIOUthnigé'i?r:
in January 2015, | launched the National Youth Policy 'kmp fifr'?e e
Plan. The Plan provides an accelerated framewo'r. wi thsp A
timelines for the adoption of programmes and activities in the policy

document.

i ills Training Institutes trained a
' h Leadership and Skills _ s
tTohtZICng]net;%Sy\c;?;#\ under a Vocational and Skills Training programme.

24;9 Sgiiﬁr‘ Employment Act 2015 has been passed to create a

) : on which the Youth Employment Agency can
SbO“dt foéjtr;?:éloann; prun. Recruitment under the Youth Employment
Ae stru (YEA) has also started, and it is targeted to recruit 100,000
yc?jr?gcéeople over the next 12 months in 5 different modules.

The new Youth Employment Agency is implementing a purely cashless
organisation where all financial transactions will be electronic or by

cheque.

Mr. Speaker, L

The Youth Enterprise Support (YES) initiative made significant
progress in the year under review. A total of 2,048 applications were
received in response to its first call, and 107 Individuals were selected
for financial and technical support. Out of the 107 beneficiaries,

81 were earmarked to recewve financial support and 26 to receive
technical support

The progress of al! beneficiaries is closely 'monitored by the YES
pusiness support team and the YES monitoring and evaluation desk
tthugh mandatory reporting and regular business site visits and
audhts

That first call under YFS has created over 800 direct and indirect

#Changinglives
#TransformingGhana
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4 r
Cape Coast stadium nearing completion
F o

wegmt? © 4

ARy .

JingS for Ghanaian youths, The second call for applications }:Vé\‘fse been
ne anuary this year ang so far about 4,000 apphcatl_o_nsl a
eived. | urge oy youth to take advantage of this initiative.

Mr. Speaker,

(ajr;];?ng;?i\g'”g area of opportunity for our youth is I o
in entre NS. In the last few years we have made signific
The Preneurship support and the incubation Of PrOSE  er

'se serve as foundahons for a strong digital ICT market. A Hubs.
of interventions arq being implemented, including mLabs. ! tion
Accra BPO Center, Kumag Busplness Inculbator‘ Regiona lnnovitem
Centers and the ICT Parik ,Snl Tema to boost the innovation ecosys
and enhance digitg) OPportunities and entrepreneurshiP-

SPORTS

cervices and
ant progr955
rogrammes:

r, g
i Speake _ stadiV

in addition to the Constryction of the Cape Coast Spor;""”ege i
which has beeN Completad and which | shall have L



LA At Tl Fert e

Vice President Amissah-Arthurinspecting
progress of work at the Cape Coast Stadium

e also completed the drawings and

cornmissioning soon, we hav
truction of the New Edubiase Sports

bills of quantities for the cons
Stadium.

rticipated in the 2015 All Africa Games
d won a total of 19 medals. Qur women'’s
ularly commended for winning the

Last September, Ghana pa
held in Congo Brazzaville an
football team must be partic
football trophy.

The Senior National Football Team, the Black Stars placed second
in the African Nations Cup tournament held in Equatorial Guinea
in January 2015, and the Black Satellites placed third in the Orange
African U-20 Cup of Nations Tournament that was held in Senegal

this year.

Mr. Speaker,
Government commits to the implementation of the findings and

recommendations of the World Cup Commission even as we confront
the legal hurdles ahead

A new boxing gym and sports complex being built by SSNIT near
the Korle Lagoon, will be commissioned this year. This will give
opportunity to the young peop e in Bukom and other surrounding

areas who have a talent for boxing to realise their dreams.



Building A Strong
and Resilient
Economy

Mr. Speaker, < faced
When | took office as President our lelarelu s ent and external
challenges from both domestic policy misalignm of 1.5 % of GDP
shocks. The resulting effect was a budget deficit diture pressures
and a current account deficit of 11.7% of GDP. Eﬁ.piréctorempmyees.
emanating largely from the compensation ofpub |come tax and loW
budgetary overruns, shortfalls in corporate 'nﬁ. h fiscal deficit.
Development Partners’ inflow accounted for the nig

with severe

sandatightenind

{ i ice
Ontheotherhand, developments incommodity pr d to the

e contribute
of financing for middle income countries jointly
high current account deficit,

r accoU”ted
At the time of our Independence, the Agriculturebziitg1,5% of GDP-
for about 50% of GDP, |t currently accounts (98 with slightly oS
The Services sector is, right now, the largeSt. SECth(E)r which account®
50% share of GDP. Following it is the industrial secton
for about 26.6% of GDP

Despite, this significant shift in the structure o:héhiame-

nature of our exports has virtually remalnedhi h dependen

a narrow base of export commodities and a rgy to shocks !

imports. This situation has subjected our econo

face of global price volatilities, | cocod
A de oll,

In fact, we have witnessed a simultaneous fénhlgscf::lleﬂ oy mgrieuing

gold prices. The price of a barrel of crude ol Brent crud® & 1 s is

70% since June 2014, and as it stands today. ¢ 100 per 3

at around US$33 per barre| from a high of US



Asuboi Road

the route to Tamale. Before the completion of the Sawla-Fufulso
Road, Mohammed says he and other drivers spent between Sand9
hours traveling from Wa to Tamale. With the road completed now, an
excited Mohammed says they now spend a maximum of 4-and-a-half
hours doing the same journey and that now, travelling across the two
regional capitals is much safer.

Ghana has the most extensive engineered roads in West Africa.
| intend by the time | leave office in 2021 for Ghana to be among
countries with the best road network in Africa.

Let me appeal to drivers to strictly observe road safety regulations to
save lives and halt the carnage on our roads. It was heart wrenching to
see the severe injuries sustained by the survivors of the bus accident,
many of them children.

| wish to salute the doctors and staff especially of the Kintampo
hospital and the other health facilities who helped to save the lives of
the survivors.

#ChanginglLives 7 r;
#TransformingGhana  ©



@ @ STATE OF THE NATION ADDRESS 2016

. Speaker,

r|;;1er=c:le|2’crian and passenger-related fatalities account for nearly 63% of
all road traffic related deaths. The National Road Safety Comrmsspn
(NRSC) s strengthening the ‘Speak Up' passenger campalgn
launched in 2015 and putting in place a new campaign on pedestrian
safety. Itis implementing a plan to construct and install 968-lollipop
crossing stands at strategic locations to aid the use of the roads by
children and vulnerable adults.

We will continue to support the Police MTTD with logistics such as
speed radar guns and alcometers.

Mr. Speaker,

As part of its mandate of promoting good driving standards aﬁd the
use of roadworthy vehicles on our roads, the Driver Vehicles L|c.ense
Authority (DVLA) automated 15 of its offices to improve the delivery
of service to the public. The Authority is in the process of digitizing
vehicle records to pave way for other stakeholders, such as the MTTD
and insurance companies, to have real time access to vehicle records.

TRANSPORT

Mr. Speaker,

We have chalked major successes In our drive to aggresswe\y
modernise and expand our transportation system. Today Ghi-_malafjs
and foreigners alike travelling through Kotoka International Airport’s
Terminal Il transit through a refurbished arrival hall that meets all

international standards. The new arrival hall gives travelers a most
favourable impression of our country.

Wark is currently ongoing on an ultra-modern International Terminal

builc_iiﬂg to be known as Terminal 3. It is designed to accommodate
> million passengers a year and process 1,250 passengers an hour.

It will have six boarding bridges, a large retail area and three main
business lounges, among others,

The Turkish construction co
and has already started w
to be joined on the st of
Tayyip Erdogan to break gr
on tf

mpany has taken possession of the site
orking feverishly. | will have the honour
March 2016 by Turkish President Recep
ound for official commencement of work
NS monumental project. This project will surely make Ghana the
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preferred hub for transit passengers in West Africa.

| am pleased to note that this project is being financed by credit raised
by the Ghana Airport Company Limited on its own balance sheet with
no sovereign guarantee or charge to the public debt stock. This is in
line with our new public debt management strategy that compels
public companies to borrow using their own financial muscle.

To further enhance the operations of the airport and cater for the
needs of importers and exporters, construction of a new state-of-
the-art Import, Export and Transit Cargo Centre, Office Complex &
Aircraft Ramp Handling Operation is almost complete.

The Centre will be equipped with the latest cargo handling equipment,
including automated storage and retrieval systems accommodating
2,800 pallet positions, mini-shipment tower, cold stores, bullion stores,
x-ray scanners and the highest level of security controls and CCTV
monitoring for safety and security of goods and counter-narcotics
purposes.

Mr. Speaker,

Work is progressing steadily on converting the Kumasi and Tamale
Airports into international airports. Last year, work was completed
on the first phase of the Kumasi International Airport. Work on the
Tamale International Airport will also be completed soon. These
will inject greater flexibility into air travel and become growth poles
around which the economy of the middle and northern parts of our
country will revolve.

Work will also be completed on the Aerodrome at Ho to give
Ghanaians more air travel options. The procurement process for
the temporary terminal to allow commercial flights to commence
operations into Wa is underway.

Mr. Speaker,

In the Maritime sector, the expansion works on both Tema and
Takoradi Harbours are moving steadily. The Phase | expansion works
in Takoradi are expected to be completed in May this year. The
expansion of these two ports will create approximately 10,000 new
jobs for our people.

#ChangingLives 7 7'
#TransformingGhana
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o - -
Construction of new arrival hall for
§ Kotoka International Airport Terminal 2

The following projects are also ongoing at the Tema Port:

* Bulk Cargo Handling Jetty project which will provide a letty for the
off-loading of bulk cargo- clinker, cement and related products to
free the other berths for other commercial cargo vessel to reduce
waiting time of vessels.

* The development of four (4) container terminals at the portincluding
an access road from the port to the motor way and expansion of
the motor way from four (4) to six (6) lanes

* The reconstruction of the Net-Mending Wharf at the Tema Fishing
Harbour to support the artisanal fishing industry and to enhance
environmentally safe fish handling.

An even bigger expansion project aimed at increasing the size of the
Terna Harbour to four times its current size. to respond to increasing
container volumes will begin shortly. The US$1.5 billion project will be
the largest private sector investment in the transport sector in recent
years and will result in the provision of a modern harbour with state

aChatrnot e
Elransfoun

arvn Gl




STATE OF THE NATION ADDRESS 2016 @ @

of the art equipment that 1s able to take on increasing trade, vital for
economic development. This project is being undertaken by Meridian
Port Services (MPS).

Mr. Speaker,

The Ghana Urban Transport Project. which is being implemented
by the Ministry of Transport In collaboration with the Ministry of
Local Government and Rural Development, is expected to provide
scheduled passenger services along some designated routes within
the Accra metropolis. Private sector transport operators will own and
manage the buses for these routes. Government is assisting them
to procure buses for the Bus Rapid Transit System to improve on its
service delivery.

Dedicated bus lanes are being constructed. The first one from
Amasaman to the Central Business District has been completed. This
is a lane that will be used only by buses to ensure the provision of
regular and efficient mass transit services for passengers and also to
recduce congestion.

#Changinalives
#TransformingGhana



ICT AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Mr. Speaker,

From the mid 1990's when we began the ICT revolution, Ghana has
attained an enviable mobile and fixed telephony subscription record
of 33,099,514 as at August 2015 as compared to Timillion i 2008.
Mobile and fixed Internet subscribers have also reached 17159,383.

Last year, we established the National Emergency Response Number
- 112 - which allows callers in distress to access any of the emergency
services. It proved extremely useful during the period of the Juné 3rd
Fire and Flood Disaster. We have also established the Government
Online Portal - the eServices portal to provide Government services

online.

paperless

This means we are almost at the point of conducting o
Cabinet sessions. Indeed, at our last Cabinet sitting, | indicated th@

I would soon give a deadline when hard copy Cabinet files would no



fi [ the House
longer be tolerated. Very soon, distinguished membgrsncsjf th
will also be conducting paperless Parliamentary sessions.

w;ti[)sjss;suon in mobile and fixed broadband |ng|lu?;geétGonghEé
the recently auctioned 800MHZ spectrum, the e;ta st nomy has
National Data Centre among others, Ghana'’s dlglta'teizsmg more
been strategically positioned to blos_som, We are witne

software being developed locally by the youth.

Cash is finding its way gradually into the electronic r;fealtr;": tgéikgf;
mobile money and other initiatives. More and mqre flgw ° c]ontmue
being created with every click of ther bLJtLQI"\. Th!s is why w

to train more girls in ICT to ensure digital inclusion.

[ in the
Last year, for the pilot programme we traxrjed abo_ut 9OO gthrwlesr I;)atrts
Volta Region in ICT. This year 1,000 more will be trained in © ¢
of the nation.
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Mr. Speaker, il

A growing telecommunications

industry requires a dynamic

regulatory framework, which
at i ensures customer satisfaction,
b good return on investment and

q
ﬁ—q adlequate participation of the
| i Private sector

To this end., in August 2014,

Cabinet approved four policies to
establish:

* The Mobile Virtual Network
Operatmg License

* The Interconnect Clearing House
License

* The International Wholesale
Carrier License angd

* The Unified Telecom License
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Transparent and
Accountable
Governance

Mr. Speaker,
The canker of corruption an
is well known. It continues t
both developed and develo
country, its effects are felt
it exacerbates Poverty and
fabric of society and under
good governance.

ent
d its negative impact on deVe'gg{;’ o
O pose a big threat to every Soares 5
ping nations. While the canker sptries ¥
more in developing and poor COU: i
hinder development. It eats into the i
mines the foundations of democracy

d kill 2
Corruption is a disease, which left unchecked can choke an
nation. It is an ene

reat to
My of progress and development and a th
peace and Security,

) obilise
-Itis therefore an obligation on all of us tom
our efforts in the fight to eradicate corruption.

Mr. Speaker. itude in an
We have tackleq €orruption with determination and fortitu sl
effort to stamp out Systemic indiscipline in the fabric of pub Id like
social service. We have refused to bury our heads in the san L
the ostrich or to adopt a defensive posture. The indifference O
Past has given way t

Mr. Speaker,

We decided in 2009 that 3 ten-year action plan that address
corruption in a

< er
more strategic, scientific and sustainable ma?r?to
IS the right way to go and that the plan should be integrated
national development planning,



Reconfigured chamber of Parliment

what the suitable accommodation for an MP should be - concentrated
or scattered? Concentrated accormmodation in, say, a Parliamentary
village ensures better security. Scattered is more difficult to secure.

With respect to the security of the precincts of Parliament, | have
authorised the release of the Western Gate Security Post of the State
House to Parliament for use as a Police Station.

The facility has been refurbished with modern policing equipment
and is ready for use.

We have also installed a Digital Surveillance System with over 400
CCTV cameras and it is currently being manned by a detachment
from the Criminal Investigations Department of the Ghana Police
Service.

| encourage the Leadership of Parliament to liaise with the Security
Agencies to fashion out appropriate arrangements to ensure the
safety of members of this august House.

nglLives
wgGhana
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CING RULE OF LAW & JUSTICE

ENHAN
Mr. Speaker,

with the challenge to the constitutionality of the constitutional
review procedure dismissed by the Supreme Court, we will work to
ensure that the constitutional review process is brought to closuré
and that the Constitution Review Implementation Committee is able
d with its mandate.
the Courts Complex,
overnment have

work. But let Us
much

to procee
h Job 600 and

with the commissioning of bot

all rest assured that all the three arms of G

erly accommodatod to carry out our
“to whom much is given.

er that it is said that,
much from us.

we can
now been prop
always rememb
pected”. Our people expect

anding also is that, this year we will design and start
f 3 new block to cater for the extra 23 members C’k
cannot be accommodated 1N the tower bloc

IS ex

My underst
construction O
parliament who

complex
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our representatives in Parliament, in adopting the NACAP. Following
its adoption, | have inaugurated the High Level Implementation
Committee, as one of the structures to facilitate implementation of
the plan.

The Committee is responsible for providing strategic policy direction
and advice to implementing podies, and assisting CHRAJ and the
National Development Planning Commission (NDPC) in monitoring
and coordinating the implementation of NACAP.

The Committee consists Of representatives from key state institutions,
the private Sector and Civil Society Organisations.

Mr. Speaker,

The ‘progress report presented DY the Acting Commissioner of
CHRA reveals that significant progress has been made in the first
year of the implementation of NACAP despite some challenges.
Government is determined to play its role under NACAP and will
sanction heads of institutions that do not comply with the directives
on the implementation of NACAP.

Mr. Speaker,

The country is doingits best to combat money laundering and Terrorist
financing after establishing the required legislative framework. Three
(3) successful convictions involving money laundering have been
secured following continuous analysis of intelhgence of over 200
Suspicious Transaction Reports (STRS).

In the case involving ghost names on the payroll of the National
Service Scheme (NSS), the Altorney General has commenced the
prosecution of a numiber ofpersons.Thirty-five (35) officials including
a former Executive Director and Nis Deputy have been arraigned
before court and four have already been convicted. 130 others are
being processed for court. 163 officers, some of whose careers in
the Scheme span several Governments, and were neck deep in the
fraudulent enterprise have been dismissed.

Following the passage of the Youih Employment Agency Act, Act
887 of 2015, we have taken measures LO install strong systems to
ensure probity, transparency and accountability. Steps are bend
taken to ensure that transactions take place on electronic payment

85




@0 @ STATE OF THE RATION ADDRESS 2016

; n the
platforms. | have no doubt that these measures will St,rfgr?ctg?)f the
systems and procedures in the Agency to avoid a recu ver fifty
challenges its predecessor eéncountered. In the meantlmg. debtors,
million Ghana Cedis has been recovered from the Agency's

Mr. Speaker,

| share the sentiments and, sometimes, the impatleﬂce,‘;ftié:(:
public concerning the Pace at which some of the mvestngnance
are proceeding, but oyr commitment to constitutional gover

and the rights of persons, e

njoin us to be patient with the judici
processes.

itutional
As | said last month, “we cannot be adherents of constitutio
democracy. and be ag

o . ise
mirers of arbitrary justice”. | wish to eml’i"c‘;?'ni""on
the commitment of My administration to expose and take acti
allegations of Corruption that are brought to our attention.

Mr. Speaker,

The new Board ang Management of the Savanna Accelerateg
Development Authority (SADA) have Comprehensively addressef
the concerng raised in the 2013 audit report regarding the use ©
resources. The financig| Socounts of SADA from 2012 to date have

been audited, ang the 2014 accounts will be published as part of
A's annua| report,

. S
decigr;grﬁ:ens!v:e 'eport on the audit, including recommend%ﬂ%ﬂ;se
ancia Malpracticec ' ; ublished i
course, |n addition, Ces, is ready and will be p
COMprehengiy,

te
ein t‘? N external independent body hc? St%?or;dgjt“ned
, SUitutiong) assessment of SADA and s

to strengthen the institution:

e
On's performance and accountability.
Last yes

r, followi
of 1g Wing Concerns ap

ingd
. d brand'
out the re-spraying an ke
“’(‘;g’:y"éass Transit buses, the Chief of Staff Dromptlé:rferal
Conciudeg thate:;eral to look iNto the Matter. The Attorney

I' Proced followed the Stat®
ocedur nfto
Woulg have Saveq aboyt GH¢1 5 millieosr:)ad oee

the
subsequently directed the A-G to pursue s
z of th: ces ount. The contractor, following meeettlin?o
refung the n Without Prejudice to their legal rights, agre nth.
amount in three installments by the end of next Mo
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The first installment of GH¢300,000 has been paid to the A-G's
Department.

Mr. Speaker,

As you would recall, ace investigative journalist, Anas Aremeyaw
Anas, conducted some underground investigations and presented my
office with a petition accusing some judges and other judicial officers
of corruption. As required by the constitution, | referred the petition
to the Chief Justice for investigation. On the recommendation of the
inquiring panel, | approved the dismissal of 23 judges from the bench.

Mr. Speaker,

In this fight against corruption, there is a need for us to combine
!aw enforcement with an approach that also emphasises national
integrity as an important component of NACAP. In connection with
this, | take note of the role assigned to the Office of President to
Institute a National Integrity Awards Programme to motivate honest
people in the country,

I am determined to have the awards programme established within
the time frame prescribed by the NACAP. The criteria to be developed
for this important programme will be transparent and participatory. |
urge you all to take interest in it and at the appropriate time, submit
Proposals to assist us institute the scheme.

Mr. Speaker,

We are working tirelessly to encourage citizens to report corruption
without fear of victimisation. Here again, the Anas’ expose, and the
debate surrounding it, suggests that though thereis a favourable and
enabling environment for investigative journalism to thrive, robust
Measures to further strengthen mechanisms for safe reporting of
Corruption and crime are needed.

Let me take this opportunity to inform you that 10 persons have been
convicted in relation to Anas’ expose on smuggling of cocoa, while
two were acquitted by the court. The Attorney General and other
reIeVant stakeholders are working together to bring the Witness
E"Ot_ectcon Bill to Parliament soon, for consideration. | also urge

afhament to expedite work on the Conduct of Public Officers Bill,
Wh!Ch is currently in Parliament and also the Right to Information Bill,
which is also still in Parliament.

#ChanginglLives 4% L
#TransforningGhana
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_ , : it is passed.
Indeed, | think the Right to Information Bill by the time it is p

i ill ever
will go down in the history of this country as the longest bi
under Parliamentary consideration..

. . . efore
The Whistleblower (Amendment) Bill, which is already b
Parliament, | am told, will be passed soon. ' while
The anti-corruption and law enforcement agAencne'svh_ave me?:annef
begun discussions on how to coordinate their activities in a

! . tion
that facilitates effective investigations and prosecution of corrup
and crime.

t am happy to ann
Centres has bee
is located in R
Commission B
the Centre re
and via its we

ounce that the first in a series of Citizens ComD'?;g
N set up here in the national capital. The Cen g
00m 209 on the 2nd floor of the Public Serv1§:ns
uilding in the Ministries Area. In addition to walk-ins.

. . . i lines
Ceives and processes voice complaints using hot
bsite, www.ghanacitizen.org.

The Citizens Complain Unit wi| collate data and will produce quarﬁerg’
rePOrts based on the type, nature and sources of complaints reqelveof-
The report will also Include recommended action, resolut|onthe
complaints as well as treng analysis. It is expected that reports by
Unit will help promote

) ; ve
the fight against corruption as well as impro
service delivery in the public sector.

. L : in
If it proves successful, the Citizens Complain Unit will be replicated i
all the regional Capitals.

District Assemblies are also encouraged to establish their own Units
in their district Capitals,

Mr. Speaker, d
The Sole Commissioner on Judgment Debts concluded his work an
Presented hijs report. Sj

Nce then a White Paper has been DUb“shﬁg
for implementation, The Sole Commissioner's report reveals t

weaknesses in our systems and also shows how some persons |r;
collusion with public officers deliberately fleeced Government ©
hundreds of billions of Ghana Cedis and in some cases US Dollars.
Even before the presentation of the report, the Attorney-General
upon my directive commenced g robust defence of several C?-"es
of judgment debts. This action has paid off with massive savings

O BCRMINGt 1y
(8] ’3’ ATanstonmengnan,
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recorded. In 2015 alone, as much as US$900 million in claims against
the state were successfully and effectively defended internationally
In domestic cases, last year alone, the Attorney General's Department
successfully resisted claims of over US$100 million.

Our greatest success in the fight against corruption must be based
on preventing it. We must speed up the use of technology to remove
much of human discretion in our public service transactions. We
must move from a cash-based society into a cashless one where
transactions are handled using electronic settlement platforms rather
than lugging huge amounts of cash about. | have discussed with the
Governor of the Bank of Ghana and asked for a road map to achieve
this target by the year 2020.

There is a political risk any Government runs in facing up to corruption
and fighting it - the paradox of exposure - where an open, transparent
approach to fighting corruption leads to an erroneous impression
that corruption is more pervasive and prevalent at a certain point
than another. This is a risk my Government has accepted to take and
a challenge we are willing to confront.

In this fight, concocted allegations and other salacious fabrications
anonymously circulated on social media under the masthead of
fake newspapers do not help. They rather hinder the fight, making it
difficult to differentiate what is truth, and what is political propaganda.

Similarly, sweeping and generalised conclusions drawn on the basis of
scanty and often misleading information ought to be guarded against.
Corruption has serious implications for any society’s advancement.
For that reason the push against it cannot, and must not, be ceded to
those whose only motivation is electoral advantage. | wish to strongly
restate the political will of my Government, working with our internal
and external partners, in the fight against corruption.

LEGISLATURE AND JUDICIARY

Mr. Speaker,

&%OS governance and the fight against corruption r(_est not only‘

Judi xecutive and the general public. but also the Legislature and the
udiciary. In the course of their duties, the second and third arms of

f overnment are called upon to perform tasks that will advance the
rontiers of democratic practice in our nation.

on

4Changinglives
#TranstorminaGhana
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:E Speaker,

e lat
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The street naming policy has largely been implemented; we need to
speed Up the next phase of numbering all houses and creating GIS
maps of all our communities. District assemblies should be able to
create a database of all this information for the purposes of effective
revenue mobilisation and provision of social services.

Mr. Speaker,

This year will be the second year of implementation of a Five-Year
Phase Two of the Decentralization Policy Framework and Naticnal
Decentralization Action Plan (2015-2019). We remain committed to
implementing the activities agreed upon.

Mr. Speaker,

Bills to decentralise the following Departrents by devolution and

converting them into Departments of District Assemblies have been

ggalised and will be placed before Parliament in the first quarter of
16.

1. Registry of Births and Deaths

2. Ghana Library Board

3. National Youth Authority

4. National Sports Authority

5. Department of Cooperatives

6. Department of Town and Country Planning
7. Ghana Education Service

8. Ghana Health Service

The Consolidated Decentralised Local Governance Bill will also be
laid before Parliament in the course of the year. A Local Government
(Borrowing) Bill will also be laid before Parliament that will enable
MMDAS to borrow for infrastructure projects and municipal services
delivery without incurring liability for the Government.

SECURITY AGENCIES

Mr. Speaker, |
Over the past few years we have embarked upon & progressive
retooling of our security agencies. We have provided them with
vehicles, accommodation, logistics and resources that enable them
to fulfill their constitutional mandate.

#Changinglives
#TransformingGhana
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We must also, as a leading nation on the West Coast of our continent,
live up to our principles and our ideals that have informed our Foreign
Policy since our independence and continue to do so. because those
ideals are as relevant today as they were at our independence. Our
First President charged that Africa should unite because in unity lies
strength, we are far from that but there are steps we can take as
a country that can bring Africa closer to us, and create economic
opportunities as we do so for our citizens.

,ﬁ( Earlier this year at the Executive Council Meeting of the African Union
it was decided that AU Member States should review their internal
and external security situations with a view to putting in place the
mechanisms that would allow for the issuance of visa's on arrival for
citizens of AU member states, with the option to stay in the country
for up to 30 days.

Mr. Speaker, -

We believe creating opportunity for the mobility of people on our
continent is key to unlocking our economic potential. Today within
some of our regional organisations, in our case the ECOWAS, and in
a number of countries such as Kenya, Seychelles, Mauritius, Rwanda
it is possible to travel without having to obtain a visa before visiting
another member state.

But by and large, traveling across our continent is a hassle. Indeed
for those African businessmen and women trying to do business
on our continent, it's actually easier for them to operate within the
Schengen Area of the European Union than it is to travel aroupd our
continent. Africa has a growing and dynamic middle class that 15 both
entrepreneurial, forward looking and has purchasing power and we
intend to make it easier for them to enter our country.

Mr. Speaker,

With effect from July this year, we will be allowing citizens of AU
Member states to enter into our country and obtain visas on arrival
with the option to stay for up to thirty days and experience what
Our country has to offer. This measure, with time should stimulate air
travel, trade, investment and tourism.

WQ have managed movement within and out of our country with
citizens of the ECOWAS member states so we have the capacity to

#ChanginglLives «,)C)
#TranstormingGhana -~ .
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Mr. Speaker,
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. President Mahama and President
4 Muhammadu Buhari (GCFR) of Nigeria
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not beyond our capability and we will continue to play a leading
role towards realising our goal of promoting an integration of the
states and people of this great continent. Last year. just before the
UN General Assembly, the world saw the launch of the Sustainable
Development Goals.

LIER

The goals set an ambitious agenda for the development of all th,e
countries of the world so that for the next fifteen years we will
collectively work together to create the world that we want to see.

We also, at the COP 21 summit in Paris, came to a historic agreement
on reducing carbon emissions and fighting Climate Change.

Mr. Speaker,

The two are not mutually exclusive and we look forward to
Incorporating the elements of these two important multilateral and
global policy initiatives into our national planning and programme
Implementation.

#ChanginglLives
#TransformingGhana
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Mr. Speaker,

; cretary
s honoured to be appointed the Co-Chair of the U'\:;jrefor e
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Mr. Speaker, , AS
This year, we will continue to play an active role within our Egg’wthe
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world we want.




CONCLUSION

Mr. Speaker,

| began this address with aniadmission that
politicians talk a lot - as | have, no doubt, prov.en
here today - but that our words sometimes fail
Us because they do not always accurately reveal
the human faces that inform our ideas apd
benefit from the programmes and policies we
enact.

When | was elected President, | stated that my mission ‘dllarlng
My term in office would be to transform Ghana. It is cer:aln yasg
admirable goal, but even to my own ears it sounded like ad ur?aeking
lofty. undertaking. | suppose if one looks at it as a single unde ;
it does seem intimidating, perhaps even impossible.

BUt transformation is, by its very nature, an CUEE p-r()(:(ass’.llltasr1g
Process by which change takes place in graduation, in srthr?]es all
almost imperceptible movements and occurrences. Someti ess in
that is noticeable is the before and the after, but not the proc
between,

Mr. Speaker. :

We are always in motion, even when we believe ou_rselvest,htir?ktéi
standing still, The Earth is always spinning on its axis. | like to e
Our Transformation Agenda in that same way. Change is happ ‘
Itis taking place. Ghana is being transformed.

I'realise that saying so does not make it so. But I knovlv,wtga.dt;f;
Seeing|is always believing. So look around in this gallelry. (el
to ask my invited guests to please stand: Mercy Pomaa; Regd L
Umar Mahmud Mogtar; Naomi Appiah Korang; Mohammg Awabu:
Gertrude Ahyia Yeboah; David Aminayire; Mohamme ;
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Dzidzor Kwarmuar; Apim Shu
Sumaila; James Appiah-Berk
Awenini Apogyanga.

_ - Zenabu
lamite; Samuel Amo 'Obb-mpzwlisaku:
o, Emmanuel Aboagye; Shira

Mr. Speaker,

This is Ghana. This is
affiliation. It is every p
various income levels,
changing lives, one ind

our founding father, D
nor West but
country.

-alicious
Bvery tribe and ethnicity. It is every fe:ldq It is
olitical persuasion, It is the young qnd Owé are
This is the process of transformation. ords of
ividual at a time. We are heeding th‘? b r East
r. Kwame Nkrumah, and looking ne‘ti;eetove
forward into the future that we want for our

I thank you for your kind attention.

May God bless this august House.

And may God continue to bless our homeland Ghana.





