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Since the start of the Fourth Republic, every President,
in fulfillment of Article 67 of the Constitution of the
Republic of Ghana, has stood before this august house
each year to address the state of our nation. It is my
privilege, as President, to also stand before you today
to present a message on the state of the nation.

| am pleased to be addressing the full house today, and
I'wish to thank all my parliamentary colleagues for the
cooperation you have continually extended to me since
| was sworn in as President. As a former Member of
Parliament for twelve (12) years, | am always filled with
a sense of nostalgia anytime | step onto the grounds
of Parliament.

Mr. Speaker, we find ourselves at a unique place in
history. Our beloved Ghana is a nation in transition. We
are on the cusp of many exciting new opportunities.
We are on the verge of fulfilling the promises our
forefathers and foremothers made to us, and to
the world, about the destiny of our country and the
determination of our people. We are in the midst of
change. And change can often feel uncomfortable,
especially as it pulls us away from the systems and
practices with which we have become familiar, but are
no longer serving our needs efficiently.

Without change, Mr. Speaker, Ghana cannot grow.
Change is what will propel us forward, as a nation, to
all that lies ahead. And these new opportunities will
enable us to transform ourselves from a lower middle-
income, import-dependent, developing country to a
proud and robust, self-sufficient middle-income nation.

Mr. Speaker, we have been here before, as a nation.
We have been in transition, pushing our way past
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doubt, and past darkness, to find the dawn of a new
day. Ghana was created through change, a movement
of the people in support of their collective vision. And
then Ghana went on to influence change on the African
continent and in effect, the course of the world.

Mr. Speaker, last year in my first State of the Nation
Address, | defined the four basic pillars around which
my approach to governance and socio-economic
transformation would revolve. They are: Putting
People First; Building a Strong and Resilient Economy;
Expanding Infrastructure for Growth; and, Maintaining
Transparent and Accountable Governance.

Today, as | talk about where we are as a nation, | also
want to talk about who we are as a nation. | want
to talk about the richness and diversity of our talent
and innovation. | want to talk about the strength of
our determination as a people. It is a determination
that has always guided us toward victory in all of our
endeavours. We are a nation of 24 million. That's
people not products. 24 million human lives, each one
deserving access to the basic necessities of life; each
one possessing unique ideas and skill sets to make
Ghana better; each one holding more value to this
country in its existence and potential than any other
natural resource we have.

Mr. Speaker, this is why my government’s first priority
is, and will continue to be, our people. At the core of
every decision we make and every policy we implement
is the understanding that it will have a direct and
positive impact in the day-to-day lives of average
Ghanaian citizens.
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numerous state owned industries to produce
consumer products for the domestic market as
an import substitution measure. Unfortunately,
the management of these enterprises hecame
a challenge and scon they turned into a very
huge expense on the budget. A decision was
made to divest these enterprises to the private
sector. Unfortunately, in many cases, the
domestic private sector was unable to leverage
the financing needed to revamp these industries
and bring them back into production.

Mr. Speaker the result is that we are still largelv
dependent or the export of raw material, gzaici_,
cocoa, timber, oif and mineral exports and on
the import of finished goods. That is still the
hasic structurs of our economy.

Mr. Speaker, a fundamental problem of cur
economy is that we do not make what we
consume. This is the situation the late Genera!
Acheampong sought to address with the
“Operation Feed Yourseli” and “Operation
Feed Your Industries” programmes, which were
aimed at strengthening Ghana's ability to be
self-reliant.

Mr. Speaker, in 2013 alone we spent a
whopping amount of almost $1.5 billion in
foreign currency on the import of rice, sugar,
wheat, tomato products, frozen fish, poultry
and vegetable cooking oils. Rice accounted for
$374 million, fish $283.3 million, wheat $226.7
million, poultry $169.2 million, cooking oils
$127 million, tomato products $112.1 million.

Mr. Speaker, imagine if this money had been
retained in Ghana. Imagine if it had gone into
the pockets of Ghanaian entrepreneurs who
would, in turn, spend those cedis at markets,
restaurants, beauty shops, pharmacies, shopping
centres and other Ghanaian enterprises.

When Ghanaians produce goods that other
Ghanaians use, they are then able to re-invest
that revenue back into the very communities
that patronized them. The money flows in a
curreni, and it fortifies the nation’s economy.
That, Mr. Speaker, is the best use of a nation’s
currency. Imagine all that we could achieve if
in one year, we could spend as much in cedis
on locally produced rice, sugar, wheat, tomato
products, frozen fish, poultry, vegetable and
cooking oils, as we spent in dollars on those very
same imported items last year. just imagine!

Mr. Speaker, as we all know, raw material
exporis are subject to price fluctuations on
the international market. Countries that are
dependent on raw material exports are therefore
subject to wild cycles of booms and busts.

Mr. Speaker, 57 years after independence, we
need to take pause and ask ourselves some
critical questions. Can the current structure of
our economy carry us to the next level? What
changes must we make to create an economic
structure that will serve our needs and purposes?
Mr. Speaker, between 2012 and 2013 Ghana
iost $71.3 hillion in export revenues on account
of the decline in cocoz and gold prices. At the
same time our import bill rose dramatically to

€17 hillian
$17 billion.

Can we, as a nation, continue this unbridled
importation of everything from plastic dolis
to toothpicks? Must we continue to rely on s
narrow band of raw material exports? Were we
born to be 2 nation of only shopkeepers and
traders? My definite response to these questions
is NO!

Once more, Mr. Speaker, we return to the need
for change in order to facilitate growth. We
must change the structure of our economy. We
must reduce the importation of items that we
have a comparative advantage to produce. We
must add value to our exports through primary,
secondary and tertiary processing: add value
to our cocoa by increased domestic jprocessing;
refine our gold before export; pursue Nkrumah's
dream of an integrated bauxite and alumina
industry. We must revamp Tema Oil Refinery,
revive BOST, VALCO, Tema Shipyard and Drydock
and the many other strategic industries that
serve as extra pillars for our economy.

Mr. Speaker, in compliance with the Constitution
I am required to present this house with a
medium term development framework before
the close of this year. | have dialogued with the
NDPC that is working on this plan and urged
them to come out with a plan that fundamentally
addresses this weakness in the structure of our
economy. | have specifically tasked them to
handle the process in a way as to create a buy-
in from all Ghanaians irrespective of political
affiliation or societal status. This is not a time
to stand divided along any lines; this is not the
time to stand on the sidelines; this is the time
for us to stand together, as Ghanaians, on the
side of Ghana.
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VALCO.
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Petro Saudi is being fmghzed to revl‘lalmpdt €
operations of our oil refinery. This will reduce
the huge amount of forex we expend on the
importation of finished petroleum products,
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ansactions Advisor is being se .
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to invest in the Tema Shipyard and Dry dock
Industry.

| have asked the Ghana Cocoa Boa_rcl to enter
into a strategic partnership to pl'oduce_a Jute
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Mr. Speaker, we will this year launch a broad
campaign to encourage Ghanaians_to buy
made-in-Ghana goods. Any import item we
buy as Ghanaians constitutes an export of jobs
out of our country, especially in respect of items

for which we have 3 comparative advantage to
produce.
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their transfers. With those mobile devices many
households would also, for the first time, be
able to connect to the national communication
network. The LEAP programme is not intended
to be a source of long-term support to the same
set of families. The purpose of these cash grants
is to empower the poor and the vulnerable. It
is to create opportunities in order to give them
& way out of poverty. The programme ensures
that the most impoverished among us can live
in dignity. It offers them hope in their future
possibilities, and a chance to pariicipate in the
collective future of our nation.

Mr. Speaker, this Ministry is especially \.jgilan-E
when it comes to the rights and protection ot
our children. The Ministry, together with the
Domestic Violence and Victims Support Unit
[DOVVSU) has led an awareness campaig_n
against child marriage. As a result of this
campaign, they have successfully gxtncated
numerous children forced into marriage and
returned them to their families and studies.

The Ministry has also provided the equipment
and taken tool kits to twenty-five (25) institutions
across the nation to facilitate the technical and
vocational training of young people.

‘Finally, the Ministry for Gender, Children and
Social Protection, convened a team of doctors
to perform the necessary surgeries on women
with obstetric fistula in the Upper East, Upper
West, Volta and Central regions. in addition
to offering these women relief from the pain
and discomfort of this chilcbirth injury, these
procedures have restored their dignity and sense
of self-worth.

Mr. Speaker, through our social intervention
programmes we must create safety nets that
protect the poor and vulnerable. We must share
the fruits of our growth equitably in order that
we leave no one behind. This is the way we can
guarantee that all our citizens are committed and
have a stake in the survival and advancement of
our nation.

b. Health

r. Speaker, it is this government's vision

to extend quality health care to all our
people irrespective of one's status in society
or geographical location. This involves the
construction of new facilities and the training of
health personnel.

Healthy people make a healthy nation. All
around the world it is recognised that the costs
and consequences of illness far cutweigh the
cost of making quality healthcare accessible and
affordable to all.

Mr. Speaker, to this end, Government is pursuing
the vision of bringing healthcare to the doorsteps
of our people, in even the remotest of locations.
We have been engaged in an aggressive rollout
of Community Health Improvement Compounds
[CHPS]. The compounds are staffed with trained
nurses, midwives, and other auxiliary health
personnel. They are iocated in rural snd pern-
urban communities, and they provide basic
healthcare services inciuding antenatal care to
pregnant womei.

These compounds have greatly increased
access to healthcare, especially in deprived
communities. They have cut down the distance
our citizens have to travel to access healthcare.
The CHPS compounds are also playing &
prominent role in Ghana's steadily decreasing
maternal mortality numbers. By 2016, we aim
to construct an additional 1600 new CHPS
compounds across the country. To support this
wonderful campaign, my colleagues and | in
the Executive branch of Government have taken
a voluntary ten percent (10%) cut in salaries.
These contributions will be used to construct
more CHPS Compounds so that we can save the
lives of more women during childbirth.

Mr. Speaker, our policy is to provide every
district with a modern health facility. The newly
constructed Tarkwa Hospital has been equipped
and is now open for use. This has improved the
quality of health for people in that catchment
area. Work is ongoing on twelve (12) new
district hospitals, including Dodowa, Sekondi,
Fomena and Garu-Tempane, while financing for
an extra nine (9) are being concluded.

Mr. Speaker, work is ongoing on a new teaching
hospital for the University of Ghana. When
completed, this new hospital will make quality
tertiary healthcare readily available. It will also
ease the pressure on the Korle-Bu Teaching
Hospital. Work is ongoing to upgrade the Ridge
Hospital into a full-fledged regional hospital
to serve the Greater Accra Region. Work on
the Upper West Regional Hospital in Wa is
progressing steadily. Just a few weeks ago | cut
the sod for the start of Phase Il of the upgrading
and expansion of the Tamale Teaching Hospital.
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Mr. Speaker, when it comes to saving |IVE‘?.
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in the area of HIV and AIDS. OQur prevaleljce
rate for HIV and AIDS continues to decline
and currently stands at 1.37%. The Ghana
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in the Africar‘. Pt ndustry for the
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Ghana, and anywhere else in the world. Where
education is concerned, we have a history of
being guite visionary.

When the Prince of Wales College, which later
became Achimota, was established in 1924
as a co-educational facility, gender equality
in education was far from the norm. In fact,
most women the world over did not even
have the right to vote or own property. But
in Ghana, girls and young women were being
educated alongside their male counterparts.
And, rightfully. with that aducation came iha
expeciztion of comparable careers.

\When the commission on higher education in
the British colonies recommended that & sing!
University he established in British West Afric
and chose ihadan, Nigeria as the location o
that university, we Ghanaians chalienged their
decision. We understood the value of education.
We knew what the presence of &n institution
of higher learning would mean tc our people,
especially to the future generations.

o m

-4

In the end our protest was successful and that
university which was established un_1948 as an
affiliate of the University of London Is now none
other than our esteemed University of Ghana.

Mr. Speaker, we must make education a priority
again. The students of this nation deserve 10 have
the confidence that comes from knowing that
the education they are receiving will adequately
prepare them to navigate this competitive globa!
workplace. If our students are left behind, then
we as a nation will also be left behind.

To this end, Government has been WOTk_fng to
improve the quality of education, especially at
the basic level. The main problems affecting this
level are a lack of teachers, a lack of teaching
and learning materials, and poor school
infrastructure especially, in the rural areas; and,
also, community apathy in the management of
schools. We are actively engaged in the process of
building new school blocks to replace schools in
sub-standard structures, In 1,900 communities,
mostly rural, this has improved the environment
in which children learn and enabled classes to be
held all year round.

In urban schools, these additional facilities
have enabled Government to progressively
eliminate the shift system that had children
attending school in turns, Science resource

centres have also been rehabilitated across the
ceuntry to facilitate the learning of science and
meathematics.

Mr., Speaker, the availability of teachers has been
a major challenge. Because of constraints of
paying teacher trainee allowances, Government
previously imposed quotas on admissions into
colleges of education. Annuzl admission to
these colleges was therefore resiricted. With the
recent decision to transfer teacher irainees onto
the Students Loan Trust, it has made it possible
to increase the number of trainees in the colleges
ot education fram the previous 9000 1o 15000,
This would improve the supply of teachers and
open up the cpporiunity to many voung peopie
who want to take up teaching as 2 profession

Unfortunately, it has becorne apparent that the
training of these professionals does not always
translate into an availability of teachers in
certain areas. Mr. Speaker, | am concernad, and
we all must be concerned, about the findings
from a national staff raticnalization exercise
just completed by the Ministry of Education.
It is clear that we need to do hetter with the
deployment of our teachers.

The current situation is that in many regions
there is an excess of teachers in urban and peri-
urban areas, but in the rural and other deprived
communities, teachers are often in short supply.
We cannot accept this educational divide
between cur urban and rural communities.

So, Mr. Speaker, | am calling for nationwide
support for the Education Ministry and the
Ghana Education Service as they take the
necessary actions to implement a programme
aimed at an immediate and comprehensive
redeployment and redistribution of teachers. It is
very important that all Metropolitan, Municipal
and District Chief Executives, as well as MPs
and community leaders take an active part in
these efforts to address issues of education at
the district and community levels. Together, we
can and we must improve school management,
performance and accountability across our
nation.

Mr. Speaker, the lack of instructional and
learning materials is also being addressed
through the supply of textbooks and exercise
books to children in public schools across the
country. Through this programme, more than
12 million books have been distributed to basic




schoolchildren in the country, thu; eqmppm_g
them with the core tools they require for theis
education.

While Ghana has been successful in achieving
the Miillennium Development_Goalf (MDGf)
on universal primary education, Lherg still
remain pockets where school en_rczlment is low.
To address this, Go\fernment_ intraduced the
Complementary Basic Ed-gcatnon.programrne.
This programme has facilitated tea!chmg and
learning for 25,000 out-of-school children.

Classes under this programme ;r‘e ongoinig in the_
Upper East, Upper West. Northjern and Bro_ng
Ahafo Regions. Now, there are LS,OUO»C.hlldfen
whose choices will not be limited b.\,r literacy;
25,000 children who can go on to i;ecome
productive contributors to this society in ways
they might never before have even imagined.

Mr. Speaker, at the se;ondary level, access
continues to he a major p!'pblem. Existing
secondary schools have a capacity to absorb only
60% of the students who qualify from Junior
High School. Because of the high demand for
secondary education, existing SCh'Ools have
been compelled to admit much hlgher.than
they were designed to accommodate. This has
led to circumstances in which .there are So.m_e
schools with as many as 3000 smd_en‘ts. This is
significantly higher than the prescribed average
of 1500.

Government’s programme to constru_ct 200 new
community day secondary ;chools Is on tr§;|<_
Architectural drawings, designs and quantities
have been completed, sites for the schools have
been selected, and the procurement process for
the first batch of schools is currently ongoing.
The start of construction works for these schqolg
was held back in 2013 because of the detailed
activities that went into the preparatory procgss.
We have made good progress on this project
and | invite all of you h_onourabie melmbers of
this august house to join me to bregﬂ ground
for the commencement of construction of the
first 50 schools next month, precisely on the 31
of March.

Mr. Speaker, the most expensive segment of
our education system is the second cycle. We
promised to rationalize fees in the S?Condary
schools In order o reduce .,The bu1den on
parents. The Ministry of tglucgt:on, after
extensive stakeholder consultations, advertiseq

& uniform list of approved fees for second cycle
schools. Parents are being advised to repart any
head of school that charges fees outside of those

on the schedule published by the Ministry.

Further to this, the Ministry,
consultations with stakeholders,
a report on the road map for

introduction of free secondary education in
Ghana as required under the 1992 Constitution.
This road map would be presented to Cabinet
or approval and subsequent implementation.
Under the guidance of this proposed road map,
W& can anticipate that fees for day students will
be abolished at ap estimated cost of GHC7]
million in the 201 5/2016 academic year. Other
reliefs in respect of boarding student would be
announced when the road map is published.
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manifesto and indicated in my 2013 State of
the Nation Address, the establishment of the
first public university in the Eastern Regicn is
becoming a reality.

The  Professor  Benning-Amoako-Nuamah
Committee has completed work on the nature,
specialization, proposed academic mandate and
specific location for this university. A draft bill
for the establishment of this new university in
the Eastern Region is also ready and will soon be
presented to the House for considerafion.

nublic universities that were set up in the last
erm of the NDC Government. The University of
Hezlth and Allied Sciences in the Volta Region

1
ias increased its intake from 155 students at its
inception three years ago 10 535.

Additionally, the University of Energy and
Natural Resources in the Brong Ahafo Region
has also grown from 150 founding students 10
716 current students. Plans are also afoot for
the establishment of their satellite campuses
in Hohoe, Dorma Ahenkro, and Nsoatre
Honourable members will also observe in the
Ghana Education Trust Fund (GETFund) Formula,
1o be presenied to the house soon, that we have

proposed to scale-up financial support to these
new universities.

Mr. Speaker, before the end of this year, | will
announce the formal process to convert ten of
our polytechnics into Technical Universities. The
Technical Committee set up by the Ministry of
Education has completed its work and various
stakeholder consultations are currently taking
place, leading to the final conversion.

| must commend the technical committee for

their impressive output and, Mr. Speaker, |-

welcome the excitement this policy intervention
has generated in the technical and vocational

education fraternity.

Ghanaians can remain assured that government
will continue in our efforts to rebrand technical
and vocational education and give it the
important attention and support it dpserves in
the development of our nation. Thls move Is
particularly important at this critical moment
of our development when we are emba[klng
on the transformation of the structure o1 our
economic fundamentals.

Mr., Speaker, despite resistance by some persons
who are even guaranteed to benefit, just like
all Ghanaians, we have tsken a major and
innovative decision to operationalize a National
Research Fund.

The importance of a research fund cannot be lost
on any one of us. Nations and companies have
become great through research and innovation.
How can we adapt and develop effective local
solutions without investment in research and
innovation?

ivir, Spesker, our lecturers, researchers ang
students deserve this special support, so that
they can increase their capacity tc carry out
important scientific inauiries. 1t is fitting that this
objective is baing led by one of our esteemed
academics, Professor Daniel Mireku-Gyimah,
former Vice Chancellor of the University of Mines
and Technology in Tarkwa.

e

Government expects the Commitiee to make
recommendations on the modalities for
accessing the Fund, its independence and its
sustainability. Higher institutions of learning
and all Ghanaians especially the private sector
must support the establishment of this Fund,
which has enormous potential to transform the
fortunes of our nation.

| wish to call for the support of the legislature
in the implementation of these decisicns and
policies, because, Mr. Speaker, our nation will
have greater prosperity, with benefits for all, as
a result. As a country, Mr. Speaker, we can only
be happy with the many academic opportunities
being created for the youth of our country

d. Youth and Sports

I\/’! r. Speaker, as government responds to
the issues that confront the youth in our
population, we are also mindful of the need
to ensure that our young people are part of
the process of finding the needed solutions.
Following on the national policy document
launched in 2010, we have finalized work on
an Action and Implementation Plan for the
National Youth Policy. The Implementation Plan
represents what is a major paradigm shift in our
approach to youth development in this country.
While the plan represents cur commitment to
addressing the challenges facing our young
people, it is first and foremost the work of the
youth themselves.
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Mr. Speaker, after several rounds of discussions
with our young people and the entrepreneurs
among them, we have also finalized work
on what was proposed as a Youth Jobs and
Enterprise Development Fund, now to be known
as the Youth Enterprise Support (YES).

The ten million Ghana cedi {GH¢ 10million) Youth
Enterprise Support (YES) initiative to provide
opportunities for innovation and the creation
of decent jobs by the youth of Ghana through
mentorship and support. While YES is not a full
answer to our joh creation issues, it does reflect
my commitment to the future of the Ghanaian
youth. | encourage our young people tc begin
the process of organizing and formalizing their
business ideas to access the facilities available
under the YES.

Mr. Speaker, construction of the superstructure
of the Cape Coast Sports stadium commenced
in June 2013. The preparatory work, which
involves ground-levelling, extension of utilities
to the site, construction of drainage facilities
and the layout of the road, has been completed.
It is expected that work will progress steadily
and be completed on schedule.

Mr. Speaker, for the third consecutive time, our
Senior National Football Team, the Ghana Black
Stars, has qualified for the prestigious 2014

FIFA World Cup Tournament, to be held in Brazil
this June. Our national Under-17 female soccer
team has also qualified to participate in the next
FIFA Under-17 Women‘s World Cup Tournament

scheduled to take place in Costa Rica next
month.

Still on Sports, our loca Black Stars won last

year's WAFL_J Zone B Tournament, which was
hos_.ted here in Ghana. This tournament prepared
our players for the 2014 CHAN Tournament

:fyhlch' was recently concluded in South Africa.
Ve won the silver in that ournament.

g}igéiges‘a‘iﬁaaour sports teams consistently make
Tle Send out as being ang giving the very
best Lb'at Africa has to offer, ,&5 part of our
(c)c;m;s;l:;fnt:f ens'frle the further developmens
o Spor Ha; bee I\Iatlona! Sports  College in
colmbort, foern_p’ursumg successfui private
mntrastructyral development

through  the Public-pri
arrangement. Hblic-Private Partnership




a. Economic Performance

Mr. Speaker, despite the sheri-term challenges
we face, our economic fundamentals remain
sound and our mid-term prospects are good.
Growth continues to be robust at an estimated
7.4% last year and we still retain our vision to
accelerate and maintain GDP growth at above
8% going forward.

The non-oil sector of our economy grew by 5.87
percent over the same period. The agriculture
sector in particular, which faced a few
challenges the previous year, due principally to
some difficuities in the cocoa sector, still posted
a significant growth ot 3.41 percent.

That we are transiting into a services economy is
apparent from the strong growth that co ntlnges
to be posted by the services sector. The sector
in 2010 overtook agriculture as the largest
contributor to GDP and last year it posted an
impressive growth of 9.1 9, The Industry sector,
which has witnessed sluggish growth over the
last couple of years, last year posted a remarkable

increase of 9.2%.

Mr. Speaker , since 2007 the world has been
faced with a financial crisis and Ghana has not
remained immune to the pressures created by
this crisis. Recent tapering policy announced
by the US Federal Reserve greatly impacted
numerous emerging markets. Ghana is one of
those affected. Compounding this is the fact that
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several domestic factors have further aggravated
the challenges with our macro economy:

A larger-than-expected expansion in the wages
and compensation billduring the implementaticn
of the singe spine created a wage spiral that we
are working with organized labour to contain.
Huge and unsustainable subsidies on petroleum
products and utilities also threw the budget out
of sync.

The net effect was an increase in our budget
deficit to nearly 12%, an increase in inflation
above 13%, an increase in interest rates, and
also an increase in our domestic debt.

Ghana is in the capital markets to stay. And
we take note of the concerns that analysts
have expressed about these developments,
notably the compensation bill — including
acknowledgement of the painful measures that
our people are having to endure towards our
consolidation effort. The visiting IMF Article IV
mission (who | believe are here in Chamber with
us) has also expressed similar concerns in the
course of our interactions with them.

Mr. Speaker , it is for these reasons that we have
had to take difficult measures to arrest this trend
and restore the macro economy to good heatth.
While these measures have been unpleasant and
difficult to take, ultimately they are necessary to




create a good economic environment in which
businesses can continue to, not merely survive
but also grow.

Mr. Speaker , we have had to take .dl'ﬁlcu!t
measures 1o arrest this trend and restore the
macro economy to good health. Whlaife_ the_se
measures have heen unpleasant and difficult to
take, ultimately they are necessary to create a
good economic environment in which businesses
can continue to not merely survive but also grow.
It is an experience with which, | am sure, we can
empathise in our daily lives. We have all, at some
poilnt, had to hear the taste of a bitter nl"ledlcme
in order to restore our bodies to good health.
Mir. Speaker , i wish 1o assure this august Ejou_sle,
and the good citizens ot Ghana_that as with the
taste of any bitter medicine, ?hls turbulence we
are all being made to bearlls temporary.w\f\le
shall begin to see the benefits of the sacrifices
we are making very soon.

IMr. Speaker , as a lower middle-income country
in transition to middle income status, we have an
enormous need for credit to develop our social
and economic infrastructure. Our debt to GDP
ratio is currently estimated at 52%. While this is
not abnormally high, our domestic debt and the
current high interest rates are a major challenge
to the economy. The Hon Minister for Finance is
currently implementing measures to reﬁnange a
portion of the domestic debt, thereby reducing
the pressures these obligations are placing on
the budget.

We have also commenced work on the Gh‘anla
infrastructure Investment Fund. This fund will
enable us to disaggregate our debt proﬂle
and transfer infrastructure investments V\f|’[-h
a revenue generating capacity from the public
debt. Institutions such as Ghana Gas, VRA,
GPHA, GACL, GNPC and other publig and
private institutions would bﬁ: able to f|_nance
their investments thrpugh this wundovy without
burdening the public debt stock. This should
significantly improve our debt sustainability
profile. We will work with our development
partners and other multi-lateral associates to
ensure that Ghana continues on the path of
accelerated growth and equitable development
into the future.

b. Foreign Exchange

Mr. Speaker , recent measures announced by fthe
Bank of Ghana in response to the depreciation
of the cedi created some concern among the
business and investment community.

Mr. Speaker | .
atiractive investment

Ghana still remains the most
destination in  Wast

Africa and guarantees Peace, safety, stability
and security. | wish to assure investors that
all agreements governing their investments
remain in force and repatriation of profits and
dividends are guaranteed. The BOG has clarified
its regulations in respect of foreign currency
accounts and it is my hope that this has allayed

the concerns of both the domestic and foreign
investor communities.

Mr.  Speaker, Ghana has
environment in the 70's and
@ command and contrgl
strict regulation of foreign
in the mid 80's saw the introduction of forex
bureaus and the liberalization of the foreign
exchange regime. In this transition we moved
TOM one extreme to another, a situation in
which contro| of forex was so lax, that Ghana
was fast becoming a source of foreign exchange
for our neighbours, Huge transactions in
millions of dollars were being conducted in
forex bureaus. This had not been the original
in(tjennon._tDwi_ndling confidence in oyr currency
€d 10 a situation wher ple

doliar. Persons with efc:sfiggilg eged i the
into dollars angd deposited them in their foreign
fe;(rchanﬁ;daccounts. We had 3 situation where

iy ; .

individuals il':]gouﬁllo:jeg?:d;fbbuimesses o
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come from the
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economy led to a
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formalization of informal agricultural trading
activities. It is expected that the establishn_went
of the Ghana Commodity Exchange will position
it as a West Africa Regional Hub for commodity

trading activities.

Economic Partnership Agreement ‘

Mr Speaker, regarding the Economic Partnerrshrp
Agreement with the EU,. the West. {Amca
Regional bloc is in negotiatlc_ms. In 'Fhe interest
of regional solidarity, Ghana is con}mltted to ti.'le
collective position of the Economic Com[nun!:y
of Wesi African States (ECOWAS) in conformity

with the region’s common goal.

| am optimistic about the p,-ocessrof negot:a!_tlo’r:
between the EU and ECOWAS and be jeve
that an equitable and deyleloprﬂent~'orcs{eréflgc
regional EPA Agreement will be 'COHCUGEI in
line with Market Access Regglgtlons. hana
must, however, consider trad|'tronal meaguresI
to guarantee market access se¢ing asha reguboer;
partnership agreement yvoul? not Oa\;eb en
ratified before the deadline of 14th Octobe

this year.
Government will support the
or toenableitto generate

iobs, recuce poverty, and increase manufgctur_edl
{EXp(;rts. This will include affordable financia

credit for retooling and expansion.

Mr  Speaker, O
Ghanaian industrial sect

ilitation
Ports and Trade Faci ; .
As part of measures to decongest the ports

and facilitate trade, more nonklntrutskl‘vev;ra?:)%os
scanners will be deployed in 2014 a’i hzve ous
ports and major horder ‘posts. L e £ob
directed the Minister for Finance to_mtrumems
revision of the relevant legislative m:eam e
to extend the time for goods :this =
warehousing from 3 p.m. 10 7.30 p.m.

also facilitate the delivery of a twenty-four hour
service by the Customs Division of the Ghana
Revenue Authority.

Mr Speaker, we will reduce the time and
transaction costs of clearance at the ports. The
case where importers must pay demurrages as
a result of inefficiencies not caused by these
importers but by state agencies will be corrected.

Investment Promotion

Mr Speaker, a new Ghana Investment Promotion
Act is in force to regulate investment into the
country. The GIPC supported by the Ministry of
Trade and Industry and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Regional Integration has started
embarking on aggressive Trade and Investment
Promotion activities in the coming years. We
have plans to establish Trade Offices in China,
Turkey, South Africa and Japan.

Tourism

The Tourism and the creative sector are a major
contributor to our economic growth. In 2013
the sector maintained its position as the fourth
highest foreign exchange earner after Gold,
Cocoa and remittances from Ghanaians abroad.
International arrivals and receipts grew by 10%,
rising from 903,300 in 2012 to 993,600 in 2013
resulting in an increase from US$ 1.7 Billion to
US$1.9 and contributing 4.7% to GDP

In terms of employment a total of 319,000 jobs
were created in both formal and informal tourism
enterprises. With appropriate investments in this
sector, tourism can become a leading revenue
earner for our economy. We will invest also in
the creative industries, which have become a
major source of employment and income for
thousands of our people.
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e % ncement by
following the annou

Mr, Speakt?r:-istzr for Finance when he presented
the Hon i\gl daet Estimates to this august house,
s L Ud%u}ckiy to set up an Adw?ow tE?m
I havedrr;ﬁgeway for the operationalization of the
to lea & Eunid.

Ghana Infrastructure Fund

ker, we made clear commitments to
Mr. Speaker, the 2012 manifesto to embark
fie paish 10 sive expansion of the country's
on an aggrrgs Pursuant to this commitment, 3
irwf|-alst|-gct;i m‘ajO" investments have been made
numﬂ?'ofz)ur strategic infrastructure programme
as part o1 oul -

in the road, transport, e

ergy, water, housing
and communicat;

ons SECTDi’S.
a. Roads

Mr. Speaker, Bvery single day, we trust our
roads to carry our

children, Spouses, parents
and friends safely 10 and from SC]’]OOL work,
appointments, hometowns. We
trust

s, losing much-

losing time that could have

b.ex_n better spent 0ing S0mething other than
SItting in traffic ‘

Mr, Speaker, when | deliverag
Nation Address last vear,

the State of the
of my government's

I informed this House

: ; esire tq transform the
Kwame Nkruma Circle intg 5 Modern three-tier
m‘terchangeto eliminateth

congestig

Ehumanandvehicular
N that hag COme tg

il bysy Niersect; M happy to report
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Mr. Speaker, we are Making simiia;
ON many othey roa

: progress

Projects in varin e s of
the Sountty. We are <:>nJ SC edu!:”t%mcgrilplete
‘;\I;eﬂif?-kllornletle Futulsg. Sawla Road in the
\,-.,iri::her- Region. 11, long stretch of road,
N R i ONstructed o, the first time
" history, R

“OMpietely transformed the



catchment area that It covers. Even before
completion of the road, it is being reported that
economic activity and tourist arrivals at the Mole
Game Reserve have increased.

Within Accra, work is also progressing on
a number of traffic improvement roads,
and | must acknowledge the messages q‘f
appreciation received from 'residents of Teghle
Tehibiano  and surrounding cor,nmumtles
following the fast track re-shaping of the roa<|j
linking the area to the main Accra-Tema :begcw
road. Several road works are on'gfaeng in thC:
Accra urpan roads district. 30 kilometers .?"
road have heen completed in the Garden chy
of Kumasi, many of these are in the Suame and
Asawase constituencies {Abawa Ruth, Breméng
UGC, Sepe Dote, Abusuakruwa, Sawaba area,

Adukrom, Asokore Mampon roads.

Mr. Speaker, in 2013, significani_progress was
made on other important roald projects in Va;?u?
parts of the country. These mdufje th? ‘Trérk;;:_
Ayanfuri-Bogoso, sectiongl repairs on 1ar i

Prestea the Central Corridor Road, consn;wag
of Nsawam By-Pass, Kwafokrom -~ hAEe -
Techiman-Kintampo. Buipe—Tamale, the i?on n
Corridor Road, consisting of Asikuma Juntc l—oﬂ
Kpeve; Dodo-Pepesu to Nkvyanta, Nkwan Zsﬂn

Damanko. The Coastal Cor_rador Road, Ciﬂncmg
of AT’Iao-Agbozume-Akat5|, and Agonads netion
to Elubo Road; Accra East Corrrd?r ro}ath;3 e
Giffard and Burma Camp Road_s, anﬁ e o
West Corridor that is the Awosh:e‘P(IJ uGeMbaga_
Work will continue on the Walewa e-Kir.}tampO:
Navrongo-Tumu, Tamale —Salaga gl
Abease and Atebubu-Kwame Danso 1T |m;_| thark
will start this year on the Lawra-Han-1u e
Installation of bridges is also ovrcfgomg

up the road from Walewale to Vve.

m Anwia-Nkwanta«Assin

cted with a new
il be

Mr Speaker, the 60 k
Praso road has been reconstru 1
bridge spannind River Pra. This is
commissioned in the coming weeks:

ve
Mr Speaker, in 2013, across the country, V
undertook critical
total of 15,405 km
roads. This year, in @
completion of the on
commence a number of ne
aimed at further opening up- plcenigls i
facilitating the free moveme.‘m‘o %«ese A
as enhancing aconomic actvity: %

c +own roads
include the 25km Kasoa bypass, and t0

ddition 10 ensuring speedy
ing projects, We will
w road projects
the country and

in Sekondi-Takoradi, Nyarkrom, Gwolu, Bole,
Manfi-Kkumasi, Kpetoe, Moree, Old Tafo and
Fomena-Anyasi.

b. Transport

Mr. Speaker, we have always been fond of
referring to Ghana as the gateway o West Africa,
but more and more it's looking like Ghana is
becoming a gateway to the rest of Africa as well.
A reliable, efficient, cost-effective and modern
transportation system is required to fast track
our transition from a lower middie-income to &
fully-fledged middie-income status. To this end
we have, over the last few years, been putting in
place the building blocks for reaching this goal.

A well-coordinated port infrastructure expansion
programme has commenced at both the Tema
and Takoradi harbours. The purpese of these
projects, Mr. Speaker, is to position the ports in
readiness for enhanced port business, targeting
our landlocked neighbours, larger vessels and
the oil and gas sector.

Infrastructure development projects are major
job creation avenues, and these ongoing works
are creating thousands of jobs. As we prepare
for the start of work on the upgrading of the
Tamale Airport, we can be assured of new job
opportunities in the city. This will be resulting
from new and improved eco and cultural tourism
opportunities, as well as support the agricultural
sector by leveraging exports of fresh produce
and agro-hased industries.

Mr, Speaker, work is progressing on the
rehabilitation and expansion projects at the
Kotoka International Airport (KIA). The parking
apron for wide-bodied aircraft has been
completed. Expansion of the arrival hall will
be carried out to create more space for the
increased number of passengers arriving at
Kotoka each day. Adverts would soon be placed
for the construction of a new terminal at the
Kotoka Airport. This terminal to be known as
terminal 3 will take the pressure of terminal 2,
so that rehabilitation of that terminal can take
off in earnest.

Work is ongoing on the resurfacing of the
Kumasi Airport runway. Runway lights and
modern navigation systems are being installed
and work should be completed within a few
months. This will allow aircraft to land at all
times through the day and into the night time.



Passengers arriving on long ha'ui aircratt aE nlght‘
and wishing tc continue directly to Kumasi
would be able to conne;t by don}es’yc carriers.
Designs for aerodromes in He, Boigatanga, and
Cape Coast are being done and should be ready
soon.

Mr. Speaker, before the end of my_flrst term,
Ghana will witness a revival of its railway
transport service, carting export produce to
the ports and safely carrying commuters over
various distances.

* have directed & team -:orr:mésmg_ 'T'i”le'_é\flit“.iE—TE!.'
for Finance and the Minister fgi' !i‘anspgi't
to actualize my plans for the ra|rﬂ\r\.fa'_\- sector
which includes the construction ‘(.3'. a :":Ef..fv' 1'_a:l
line linking the Tema and Takoradi perts to the
Boankra inland Port, as a way of attrac_’u_a?g more
interest and revenue-generating activity from
our landlocked neighbours.

Mr. Speaker, not oniy will Th.s EncreasF DLIE iife
span of our roads, but it \NI||. improve the speed
with which goods bound for the northern sectors
of Ghana and for these nearby landlocked
countries are received.

c. Energy

Mr. Speaker, the damage caused in 2012 t’o the
West African Gas Pipel]ne_s reveIaIed the flaws,
limitations and deficiencies of an Othc!atgc!
infrastructure that was being forced o operate
heyond its capacity.

wir. Speaker, the pledge to ramp up of our
genergﬁon capacity to 5,000 MW from the
current levels by 2016, is very much on course.
While we were confronted with managing the
dire power supply challenges of 2013, we Wiere
not short-sighted in our resolve, b_ut also s‘tarLed
working towards making such crises a thing of
the past.

In building what will be a resilient energy sector,
we recognize that our guest to exp'arl\d .the
manufacturing sector, enhance mdustnahzatio.n
and transform the structure of the economy will
depend on the avatlability of energy. Governm'ent
is accardingly working to guarantee the reqmvsd
generation capacity, using a mix of generation
sources including renewable energy, and supply
from independent power producers.

A total of 534 megawatts of power generation

was added in 2013, bringing our total generation
capacity to 2,845. \We are aggressively pursuing
the completion of a number of additional
POwer generation projects. These include the
first phase of a 220 megawatit Kpone Thermal
Power Plant, completion of the 110-megawatt
T2 and the Volta River Authority's 12-megawatt
solar project. Mr Speaker, several Independent
Power Producers {IPPs) will also commence the
construction of new power plants this year.

Mr. Speaker, increased POWer generation capacity
must be supported with 3 reliable transmission
system. Government policy in this Qirection is
modern and
vstem by the vear
this, a number of Projects were
13. Work was completed on the
Kintampo sub-station to ensure the evacuation
of power from the Bui Hydroelectric Dam and to
also Improve transmission of power to Kintampao
and its environs. A state-of-the-art  System
Control Centre has been Sel Up tc improve
supervisory control and a data acquisition system
that now enables GRIDCO to perform economic
dispatch of generating units. Work on the Tumu

- Han -Wa transmission project is progressing
on schedule.

aimed at developing an efficient,
non-congested transmission s
2015,
executed in 20

Mr. Speaker, last year, government successf

ully
secured  funding for the 330kV  Kumasi-
Bolgatanga  Transmission Line, We also

commenced work to reinfor
in Ghana and ensure pow
Faso and other Sahelian C
West African

ce the power system
er transfer 1o Burkina

ountries as part of the
Power Pool (WAPP),

Arrangements are un
funds for the imple
Kumasi component

derway to secure additional
mentation of the Prestea—
of the transmission lines.

Mr. Speaker,

We are concerned about the
cusiomer respo

nsiveness of our utility companies,
and have accordingly charged the new Boards
of Directors to demand and ensure that the
management of the companies draw up and

implement efficient and effective customer and
service management modules,

Mr. Speaker, the implementation of projects
under the National Electrification Scheme, in line
with my "Energy for All Programme’, has been
stepped up. In 2013, electrification proj
commenced in some 900 communities
Ghana. These projects are at varip

JUs stages of
completion. Ghana's electricity connectivity at

ects

in




75% is currently highest in sub-Saharan Africa
after South Africa.

Mr. Speaker, steady progress continues to be
made in the petroleum sub-sector. Avgrage daily
production from the Jubilee Qil Field is currently
102,969 barrels a day, with a year to date average
daily production of 102,112 barrels a day.

The TEN field Plan of Development (PoD)lhas_ beerl
approved paving the way for the exploitation of
reserves of about 245 million barrels of o:l and
367 billion cubic feet of gas, associated and non-

associated.

The Sankofa-Gye Nyame appraisal activities _Ijgve
heen completed. Both oil and non-assocm;e?
gas discoveries have been dedar_e(_J comm_t:_-’rc:a;c
with proven reserves of 116' r_mlhon I?arlei of
oil and in excess of 1,110 billion _cubtc feet oh
gas. Four Petroleum agreements in the_S?ute
Deepwater 1ano and East Cape Three Point ar

at various stages of approval.

the 3 components of the Gas
+ which consist of offshore

pipeline, onshore pipeline gnd 2 proC[c;SiIOF:?
plant, have reached various levels o1 Cfmopmpleté
The offshore pipeline is 95 Per €/ s o o
and awaiting p"e'co'ﬂn"§S'O.nlng' deha|? of the
plant to be opmeﬁona!nwrhe 2n

year.

Mr. Speaker, ;
Infrastructure projec

fforts to discourage the
rce of fuel, Government
on Programme.almed
ffect the continuous
of firewood

Mr. Speaker, as part of e
reliance on wood as a sour¢
will launch an LPG Promoti
at reversing the deleterious € e
burning of some 13 million 0 -
annually is having on our environ

achieve 50%
and 15% in
50,000 LPG

e is expected 10

n in urban areas
grammE.

The programm
LPG penetratio :
rural areas. Under th_is pro
cylinders will be distributed.

d. Water
hat water is life.

w
e all kno e “alsnct caiild

Mr. Speaker, W

VIRIAIE 1, T ‘We"n:olre truth holds little
survive; however, this Slt szction °F wif oeople

meaning for a significan le water.

otah
who do not as yet have access top
coverage 15 currently
| water coverage
_term objective

In Ghana, urban water -
estimated at 63% while _FIUI o
stands at 64%. Government'sio

in water provision is to guarantee universal
access by 2025. In the short term, however, we
are working to increase urban water coverage
from the current level to 85% by 2015 while
taking rural water coverage to 76% within the
same period.

The Greater Accra Metropolitan Area alone
accounts for 60% of the total urban water
supply in the country. By 2015, its projected
daily demand will be 150 million gallons. Total
water production from the Kpong and Weija
treatment plants, which supply the area, stands
at only 93 millicn gallons per day. This lzaves 2
shortfall of 57 million gallons each day.

To bridge this gap four key projecis are
currently ongoing and wili deliver a total of
£5.3 Million Gallens of water per day to the
existing production capacity. Between this year
and 2015, the total water supply to the Greater
Accra Metropolitan Area will increase to 158.3
Million Gallons of water per day, enough to
tackle the water demands in the area by the end
of 2015. This will end the water starvation in
the Northern part of the city. Adenta, Haatso,
Agbogba, Madina and all others will receive
water.

Mr. Speaker, the projects are the Kpong
water supply expansion project, Kpong intake
rehabilitation project, Accra-Tema metropolitan
area water supply project and the Teshie-
Nungua desalination water project. There are
dozens of other water projects at various stages
of completion around the country which would
add about 30 million Gallons of water per day to
the existing production capacity.

Mr. Speaker, a number of projects intended to
make water available to rural dwellers were
vigorously pursued in 2013, including the
Damanko-Kpassa Water Supply Project, which
will serve about 60,000 inhabitants in 13
communities in the Nkwanta North District of
the Volta Region.

Under the COCOBOD borehole project, over one
thousand boreholes were sunk to serve 300,000
people, and under the Northern Regional
Small Water and Sanitation Project, 125,000
inhabitants in 14 Districts are been targeted.
Mr. Speaker these interventions coupled with
other initiatives across the country have firmly
put Ghana on the way to achieving the MDG
goals on water.



e. Housing

Mr. Speaker, available data put_s the I;ou_lsi!ng
deficit in Ghana at a staggermg“t. mitlion
housing units. Thereare a n.umbergf in Lir\;/er;’nohnz
ongaing to help reduce the deficit. ork ha
commenced on a 5,000_ units prpject at Nzngq
in the Greater Accra Region. 'ﬂ;us is part of wl_wat
is billed to be a 5,120 unit a.ufordabltlehhc:jus_ln%
complex. The quest to tackle Iheohousn g enui
is being handled not as a100% government
financed project but thro_ugh various formi
of privete sector participation. Angther set of
‘5 :DOD affordable urits will be const: uctec/l over
T_hé nexi five vears in Nsakina, Odumase, Kpone
and Borteyman

i have, following discussions with some
members of the Ghane Real Estaie Deyeiiopiars
Association (GREDA), directed the I_\r’hmsler for
Lands and Natural Resources, and his coli_eague
at the Water Resources, Works and Hot:smg tp
discuss with the association a proposal for th_en'
contribution and involvement in the construction
of affordable houses.

Mr, Speaker, let me add that \f?rious state
agencies have been tasked to finance ang
complete the projects ab_aﬂdoned by the
Kufuor administration. The Tema Deyeiopment
Corporation (TDC) is Wor_kmg on E)Ulldmgs at the
Kpone site while the SOEIal Security and National
Insurance Trust (SSNIT) has taken over the
construction of the units at Boteyman, Asokore.

f. Communications

Mr Speaker, information and con
technology can improve the qual
citizenry. Just think of all the ways we now use
our mobile phones, |n 2 relatively short period
of time, this technology has hecome one of
the most indispensal|e tools of trade, health,
banking, financial services, money transiar,

social networking, and education as well as skills
iraining.

nmunication
ity of life of our

- @YU 2conomic chalienges thic

(O register improved
t24.7

GDP last year. Due n part to an
Proved OPerating environment,
®pansion  apg sustained
telephone subscriptions for both

®s increased by 10.5%
Over 25 million.

enabling and im
infrastructurg!

competition,
over the 2017 figure of
the secior recorded a tota) of a
access lines 'epresent;
107.5% with

I Mobije
106%, representing 0

Last year,
bout 28 million
N9 a penetration rate of
telephony accounting for
Ver 27 million subscribers.

Xpand  access to
increased |nternet
the construction of

¢ Fibre Optic  network
L year angd g far 107k

e, s m of fibhre
‘M stretch hae been iaig

access ip ¢
the Eastern

Out of the 78¢




NATION’ADDRESS

O NDRAEN MAHAVIR

the most formidable pifllar of
ddie-income status Is our

enviable and deepening record of COﬂS’[ItuTIOﬂa-i
governance and rule of law. In the past )’ja",
Ghana has demonstrated, beyond every shre hcn
doubt, the resilience of our democracy. Togett edr
we are knitting the fabric of an inclusive, un\iin.s

and tolerant society. Together we aref.lglci[iong
forward on the path of demacratic consott a :

Mr. Speaker,
our transition to mi

; ta
In the past year | have sought o (Eo'r;?rL;C‘Lion
participatory and transparﬁm iaeccl?;;minterest
S Qv with se
by consulting regularly Wt 2 C G e

groups to interact and Sh?fe ' e their input
on Government policy and to rece!

/
of lssuss ‘of concern to them, | hav\ffﬁr;:e;;:ttg
religious and traditional 'lgadersﬁen’sgroups,
groups, persons with dlsaplllty. wo T arrpton
civil  society organizations, a el
coalition, market traders associations

tion.
others too numerous t0 mentio
ns with the good
et better sense ol
ouths, to gamn

| Government
ent

' will continue these interactio
people of Ghana in order 10 g
their needs and, from their own m
2n understanding o) e éeie to repres
is or is not fully meeting its Man a

their needs.

. ourfight
. |y in ouf figh
The judiciary also remains @ Str?-n%aolfyrule of law.
against crime, and the P"Ompdor:a,[ Government
| wish to place on record again t

: ong
: horation amol
is committed to deepening colii?s Sur collective
the various arms of governmen tion that truly
desire to build a strondge’ L

respects law and order.

a. Combating Corruption

Mr. Speaker, we will aggressively continue the
fight against corruption. Corruption erodes
national resources and deprives Government of
the capacity to invest in our people. | wish to
restate my unwavering commitment to continue
an unrelenting battle against corruption. We
will fight this battle on two fronts. Firstly to put
in place the measures to prevent corruption,
and secondly to pursue and punish corruption
wherever it occurs,

Mr. Speaker, in the past year our commitment to
the fight against corruption has been manifested
in the actions we have taken. We set up the
Sole Commissioner office to investigate cases
of Judgement debt. We eagerly await his report
and would work with it to ensure that we get rid
of this huge drain on our public resources.

While we await the completion of work by the
Sole Commissioner for further action, | have
asked the Attorney General to vigorously defend
all actions brought against the state. In this
regard, Government has successfully defended
claims filed against the government both within
and outside Ghana, thereby halting payment of
sums in excess of GHC1 hillion.

Last year we set up investigative committees to
look into various allegations of corruption. We
published their reports and the Attorney General
and EOCO are proceeding to act on the outcome
of their investigation.



We completed and launched a Code of Et‘hics
for public office holders. T_h|s code provides
guidance to public officers in matters SL{Ch ‘as
conflict of interest, abuse of office, modesty etc.

Mr. Speaker, | also announ_ced slupple;'ﬂentary
measures to stem corruption, lnci'udmg the
cancellation of the convention of _bemg ab]e to
purchase one’s official car or residence at the
end of one’s public service. We have embal.'ked
on a registration exercise of Government vehicles
in order to prevent their misuse or theft.

i have made submission of reports o:‘"—*.u:’«ri
Reports Implementation Comm_:‘cteers' ‘(_ARtCS!
a part of the performance criteria of Ministers
and their Chief Directors. | have asked thg AG to
pursue prosecution of persans incj:ctec!vm auclu:
reports for the misappropriation of public funds.

For more transparency in procurement we have
directed for sole sourcing applications to be
justified to Cabinet by Ministries, F)epartme.nts
and Agencies (MDAs) before submission to the
Public Procurement Authaority (PPA).

Mr. Speaker, we have presented many pieces
of anticorruption legislation to 'th|s hous_e
for your consideration. The National Anti-
corru‘ption Action Plan and Stratergy has_beerl
laid before Parliament, as part of a series 91
anti-corruption legislation, including, _the Ant:“
Money Laundering (Amegdment_) Bill, _ZOjls,
the Conduct of Public Ofncers.Blll. 2013; the
Whistle Blowers (Amendment) Bill and the Right
1o Information Bill.

Mr. Speaker, the existence ,O,f corruption |r1 the
system must not be a political baton that we
drudge up every few years to clobber one gnother
with. Corruption is a problem fchat beg?ns and
ends with one government; it is pervasive and
virtually institutionalized. It does not help to
segment corruption because it dogslnot segment
the harm that it does. It hurts society as a whole,
so must fight it as a whole. The Attorney General
has received my full encouragemen_t and suppgrt
to deal firmly with cases of corruption no matter
whose watch the acts occurred under.

b. Law and Order |
Mr. Speaker, indiscipline and lqwle;sqess are fast
infecting the fabric of._our socigty In the form of
encroachment of public lands, sale of the same

plot of land to multiple buyers, armed land

guards wreaking violence on innocent people.
All these problems are becoming endemic in our
society and are heing exa

cerbated by growing
urbanization. Part of

the problem is associated
with the negligence of heads of publicinstitutions
whose mandate it is to regulate these practices.
In some cases, these Very institutions condone
and connive with the offenders, thereby
appearing to provide legitimacy to their actions,

Recently, there has been a spate of demolitions,
some ordered hy the courts and others carried
out hy state agencies to evict squatters or
sncroachers from public lands, Ultimataly,
demolitions create Nardship for oyr dtizens.
Public institutions Rave 2 responsibility to act
ina timely manner i Prctecting staté-cvmecl
1ands, and must do 5C. It dossn't help
on one's rights cnly to suddenly awaké one day
and seek to enforce those rights DY measures as
drastic as demolition

hese

10 sleep

i have tasked the Ministry of Interior,

Inistry
of Local Government and the Ministry of Lands
and Natural Resources t

. © develop guidefines to
regulate demolitions that are in conformity with

the laws and statutes in such a way that they
respect the rights of citizens and at the same
time hold relevant public institutions culpable
for their inactions at the outset of the problem.
We will strengthen our public institutions 10
make them more transparent ang client-friendly.

Mr. Speaker, the fight against crime s being
prosecuted vigorously by .

: : Y our security Services.
N pursuit of this, the Ghana Police

_ Service,
with the approval of Government Introduced
Visibility & Accessibitiiy Patrols alongside
Community Policing, Tent

City Systems ang
The Formed Police
to deal with public
happy to report that
duction in crime with
Police Visibility Patrol
of Accra; Tema and
nce has also positively
icular traffic in those

Street Policing Strategies.
Unit was also established
order management. I am
there has been a steady re
the introduction of the

in the main metropolises
Kumasi. The Patrol's presa
impacted the flow of veh

cities. These initiatives Were meant to bring the

services of the Police closer to the people ang
will be extended nationwide,

Mr. Speaker, to improve the Capacity of SeCUrity
agencies o provide internal Security for human
safetyand nrotection, Government has facLlitated
the establishmens of a Police Command and
~f : L . ' Hd
Staff College in Winneha ang| "eCrUited 3,000




Ihls, Mr Speaker, this is what | mean when | say

Made In Ghana”. The people as well as the
products. Who we are as Ghanaians has always
been the driving force behind what we do and
howv we do it. This country is more than capable
of consistently delivering quality—in people, in
p?rformance, in products—if only we demand it
071 ourselves,

d. Agriculture and Food Security

Mr Speaker, despite the fact that the agricultural
sector has lost its prime spot as the largest
contributor 10 GDP to the services secior,
agriculture remains a key priority of Government.
Government's vision 10 ensure food security in
Ghana has been largely achieved.

This has even been acknowledged by the
international community. Last year 2013, the
UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO)
and the AU/Forum for Agricultural Research in
Africa (FARA) recognized Ghana for achieving
the MDG of reducing hunge’ and malnutrition
in advance of the 2015 target date.

by the Minister for
it was dedicated to
Ghana. | take the
cessors, President
ufuor, John
for the role
his feat.

The award was received
Agriculture on my behalf, and
all the hardworking farmers of
opportunity to salute my prede
Jerry John Rawlings, John Agyekum K
Evans Atta Mills (of blessed memory)
they all played in helping us achieve t

through the use of improved

planting material, subsidized fertilizers, extension
services, and access +o credit we have achieved
surpluses in our traditional staple Crops: cassava,
yam, plantain and maize. This has enhanced
food security in Ghana, as these foods are now
plentiful in the market at reasonable prices.
And to continue on this positive note, Mr
Speaker, | would like to report that even with
the huge volume and value of our rice imports,
our local rice production has seen a significant
increase of about 60%. This has necessitated
the establishment by the private sector of two

rice-processing factories in Nyankpala

new
in the Northern Region and Sogakope in the

Volta Region. Another rice processing factory
is planned for Atsutuare in the Greater Accra

Region.

Mr Speaker,

many challenges still
Access to credit, lack
large-scale

Despite these SUCCESSES,
confront the industry.
of mechanized equipment for

com_mercxgi rice production, non-availability of
sufficient irrigated lands; all of these cond!ty b
constrain increased rice production HDVLIOHS
vaernment is focused on partneriﬁg Withet:}er'
private sector to eliminate as many of i
constrains as possibie. tigh e

Mr Speaker, in this regard, within the past

Governmenj completed rehahilitation \}f\/fealli
on some viable irrigation schemes and addord
more'than 1,200 hectares of land to the st - :
of irrigable land, mainly for rice prod S*'OCk
Anothgr 8,000 hectares have been “ddUCC;lOﬂ.
the private sector, to supplementbncacrlv 2 0(')-75’
hectares of land in the three North;m ’re i ;
alone. That is 15,200 hectares of land sy
all _Cievo‘red to rice cultivation. It is m K'J‘t'al“.
belief that if we maintain this progress \t)\/f Tlll'h
making in rice proeduction, Ghana wilf inE TYI}e
near future, become a net exporter of ;‘ic tJ\/ie'
_Speaker, as | said earlier, we achieved sur ell I
in our trqdﬁional staple crops includin caE US?S
;assava is the most consumed crop ger cza\'/f.
in Ghana. An abundance of cassava there‘gl'La
[epresents a good source of incoane forI le,_
farmers, but it also guarantees the avail b'O'U!
of local foods such as banku, N Illt'y
kokonte and fufu. g

Mir Speaker, when left to our devices
_Ghan..su_ans are exceptionally innovativeJ We‘
mdusmou;. Lately cassava has also been 'ajnm
as a proﬂtgble input for the brewery mS;WmQ
ywth t_he introduction of a new slidin LISJ[riy-
for excise based on the use of local in L?t SCEIE .
breweries have been incentivized to ifw}t Sa“e
sorghum and cassava into beer rodro i
These new brands are proving t{l)J b g
popgfar with consumers. This has bees rguge
posseblci as a result of the availability of 6 milla" ;
tons of extra cassava, over and above IOF!
Vn:;u;)t?jsl delmand. The introduction of imprO\cf):cli
, plus a well-developed value chain as
:r:;!leasF tije development o_f business oriented
armer Based Organizations (FBOs) h
been the basis of this achievement ”

Mr Spegkgr, we have sustained our progra

of subsidies for fertilizer and improveg m';iﬂ@
The fertl!lzer subsidy programme has incrseee Sd
in quantity from below 50,000 metric t nase'

2008 When it was initiated to ?<50 OOgnﬂest .
tonnes in 2013, This year, 2014 th’e subls'§ h
gxpectecl to cover a volume of ‘;80 000 njusSj c
tonnes. fl am also pleased to reoorrt that a;”C
result of measures put in place,’the incidencg



of smuggling of the product has largely been
curtailed. Under the livestock production
programme, the Animal Production Division of
the Ministry of Agriculture is assisting farmers
in the sub-sector to improve the quality and
guantity of meat they supply to the market.

Mr Speaker, Government's objective is to position
agriculture as a truly viable and attractive
area for private capital, just as we are seeing
with mining, petroleum and housing. | call on
the private sector to partner with us to create
these new instruments that can allow us to
snare both the risk and benefits of such iarge-
scale undertakings, which will trigger ¢ more
sustainable transformetion, to deliver prosperity
10 our people.

Mr Speaker, | am pleased to report that we're
entering in some of these partnerships already in
the area of irrigation development. Collaboration
between government institutions and private
agribusiness groups is underway to deliver
almost 30,000 hectares of irrigated land under
the Sissili-Kulpawn project in the West Mamprusi
area of the Northern Region.

Mr Speaker, environmental impact assessment
studies are also underway for a combined
irrigation, flood control and hydroelectric power
station at Pwalugu in the Upper East region. The
Ghana Commercial Agriculture Project (GCAP)
funded by the USAID and the World Bank is
working with traditional authorities in the Nasia
river catchment area for another irrigation
project.

Mr Speaker, as mentioned earlier, work will
commence on a new sugar factory at Komenda
this year. This will be supported with an irrigation
scheme for high yield sugar cane plantation to
feed the factory. The factory is expected to create
jobs and employment especially within the
catchment area, and produce value-added bi-
products such as energy and alcohol.

e. Trade & Industry

Since the establishment of the Free Zones in the
early 90s, a lot of progress has been made in
attracting serious investors into the processing
zone. Mr Speaker, the Export Processing Zone is
being positioned to attract more export-oriented
investments that can generate foreign exchange,
create employment and improve livelihoods.
The Ghana Free Zones Board licensed 23 new

companies that are expected to generate more
than 10,000 new jobs over the next three years.

Mr Speaker, globalization and trade liberalization
havg brought in their wake a number of unfair
trading practices such as dumping by foreign
exporters. We are aware of the difficulties
encountered by some domestic companies as a
result of these unfair trading practices.

To check these practices we will, in the course
of this year, submit to Parliament a Bill on the
estabﬁghment of 2 Ghana International Trade
Commission {GITC;, which wili enable our nation
to take advantage of the remedies on piracy,

anti-dumping  and countenvailing  measures

The overal 1 of this ¢o ISS;
affect of this commission would

be 1o POOSt our domestic and international
competitiveness.

Local content boosting the

Ghanaian private sector.

Mr Speaker, we have passe ;
law for the Oil and Gaspinduit:;eTlﬁéa\I/\/ici?nﬁem
the Ghanaian private sector to Participat afolw
in the .multi-million dollar contracts awe "
in the‘mdustw. With the passage of thiardb?d
Ghanaian registered companies must q?JidlII!}'/

build capacity to compete in
i fend ;
by the oil companies. ers advertised

Mr Speaker, Government will
financial muscle to boost the Gha
sectvor. Their success s everybody’s sy
Their prosperity is one that will ultirrcwcisls'
benefit the entire nation. Ghanaian re ista "
companies that are up to date in their cogr Oered
obhgatlons'would be given preference ifx trf(;e
undgr a revised Public Procurement Act soo I’tS
be laid before Parliament. Government agenn' .
yvould be compelled to give first considerat?::
In procurement to goods and services made in
Ghana. Value for money and quality will not be
compromised in the process.

also use ijts
naian private

Ghana Commodity Exchange (Gex)

Mr Speaker, as part of efforts to create an
orderly, transparent, and efficient marketin
systemn for Ghana's key agricultural commoditi y
to promote agricultural investment and enh .
productivity, the Government has com e
gself 10 the establishment of a (?Ilwt;ed
V\(/Dmn;od'lty Exchange (GCX) and associathg
vvarehouse Receipt System (WRS). Th N
IS 10 encourage Market acce d fai

o Ss and fair ras
for smallholder farmers an one Jair retums

d te faciliate the

T ——




fheefssnljel with 1,900 of them in training at
countanous.Pohce Training Schools across the
e rg'. Thls.has lgd to the improvement in
0 1?740pglatlon Ratio (PPR) from 1:824in 2012
201(5 T.7_ in 2013 as compared to 1:1100 in
Natio, !'115 has as brought us closer to the United
thel ons' benchmark of '1:500 (PPR). Currently,
29 151’£l'en_gth of the Service has increased from
. .7 in 2012 to 32,117. Government has
acquired 2 mobile clinic vans, 6 marine police
speedboats, 14 "Maverick” armoured vehicles
and some communication equipment to aid
?Perations. The police have also received more
than a 1000 vehicles to enhance their mobility.

overnment’s priority

Mr. Speaker, high on the g
fficking in and use

is the fight against the wra
of illicit drugs. Beyond taking steps o improve
public education, our security agencies have
stepped up their operations 10 fight against the
abuse of, and trafficking in farcotics. Last year,
NACOB facilitated the arrest of traffickers, and
seizure of several kilograms of various iflicit drugs
and psychotropic substances including a recent
case of 414kg of cocaine with an approximate
street value of 115million cedis. As part of
our strategy to arrest the drug menace, the

oopen 8 additional

NACOB has been facilitated t
regional offices, for which they have recruited

250 personnel who are currently undergoing
training. Government has also initiated a draft
Narcotics Control Commission’s Bill to replace
PNDCL 236, which established the Narcotics

Control Board (NACOB).

Ghanaians have proven time
that we are a peaceful and
le with no desire of tolerance
Even as our neighbours
were engaged in civil unrest and bloodshed for
lengthy periods, we did not allow it to spill over
into our land. Within our borders there existed

peace.

Mr Speaker,
and time again

harmonious peop
for war or violence.

do everything possible to
tinues to be the case. We

National Peace Council to
f conflicts and bring lasting

have been going through
e to support NPC to

Government will
ensure that this con
will work with the
ensure a resolution 0
peace to areas that
conflict. We will continu
deliver on its mandate.

er. our Armed Forces continue to earn
fessionalism and performance
untry and abroad at the
to which they are

Nir Speak
praise for their pro
hoth within the co
pc—acekf)epmg missions

s

d?ployed. Despite the esteem in which our F

are hgld, Mr Speaker, the equipment and | gistic
sﬁug’uon of the Armed Forces was patheti ek
lof 'a<u'planes and helicopters; lack of naval \I/Ce‘si!d?
f?)crce(c)jf APCs, IFVs, and engineering equipmens"t
becomeo;: men aqd women in uniform to

e most ingenious improvi
could ever find. e e

Mr. Speaker this situation i
;hanged. Our waters are kept ::?e g';anr‘? a?rcef':”y
Tﬁcaz_s? the Nawy .has received 7 new vpessel(z,S
e Air Force rple in ensuring national securi )
and safety has been enhanced by the ac u'c'u'nty
of CASA Troop transport Aircrafis S mond
suryenllance and patrol aircrafts, Ml ‘117 h'amor']d
helicopters, and new Hangars ’for m*in’ceavy -
gorl%The responsibilities of our Force.; coe:t?:jz
crease. Apart fro i
peacekeeping theatres in Lg?oan:;gal)glscm (Ie_r')l; o
Sierra Leone and Mali, we recen%ly halveI be”a'
re%ue’sted to deploy for air operations in l\faﬁ'n
and also to deploy 850 troops as part of th v
mission in South Sudan. s N

Mr Speaker, we are proud of i

and women who serve Ghanat?r(?dva“c::‘zwc e,
on behalf of this nation, and Gover World,
committed to doing what it can to mnarllzent .
they are §ble to conduct their service m oty
and efficiently, in attire that is appro e ay
an atmosphere that is befitting ropriate and

c. Parliament

Mr Speaker, Ghana enjoys sub i i
::rt:ednatlonal!y and interna'cionsatléll)'/-,mi‘nt!lJ ril:
democr:g gnv;able reputation as a burgeonin
der y in large part because of our stro :
iament. The Parliament of the R i
of Ghana has led the way in ground-breelmlj:':)hC
fr::':;d:;sia?d ;gractices, becoming the hib":)gf
. entary Netw i
Parliament is therefore crucci)arrst;) zgzr?g:::::gg

our democracy.

Mr. Speaker, | will conti
peaker, inue to work to enhan
:;Zglguty a'r:d ,resplect of this august house V;:
work closely to strengthen ic ir
: vork public in
in the; legislative process. After years of dela@uf
am pheased that Members of Parliament vvoulld
:ﬁo'n bavg decen't offices from which to conduct
eir business. The days of usin
- ‘ g our car trunk
to conduct business will finally be a thing of ch

past.



Mr.  Speaker, the Constitutional Review
implementation Committee has been working
hard to fulfil the mandate given them. It is my
hope that at the appropriate time this house
will lend its unalloyed support to achieve the
objectives of the Constitutional Review exercise.

Mr. Speaker, work will commence on the
reconfiguration of the Chamber to accommodate
the increased number of MPs to 275 for effective
legislative work.

d. Deepening Centralization

w

S

Wir. Speaker, Ghana's decentralization proce
has been zcclaimed across Africz as one

the most fai-reaching in the continent. We
have continued to deepen adminisirative
decentralization and made significant headway
in the areas of Fiscal Decentralization.

tu
Q
ol

w

By putiing more power in the hands of our
people at the local government level, we
would be empowering our people to take their
destinies into their hands. it will make us hetter
able to handle the enormous issues of sanitation
and pollution that are threatening to engulf
us. This will enhance efficient use of national
resources and give our people a better stake in
the progress of our nation.

e. Foreign Policy

Mr. Speaker, Ghana's foreign policy has assumed
prominence in the area of peacekeeping. We
are getting more engaged in advancing regional
integration at the West Africa and continentai
levels. In 2013, we were instrumental in
the successful efforts of ECOWAS and the
international community to achieve a peaceful
resolution of the conflict in Mali.

We continue to he actively engaged in several
other peacekeeping initiatives in the region and
around the world. Our people have provided us
full support for these initiatives, and our citizens

are proud to belong to a nation that helps in
the resolution of conflicts and the promotion of
democracy across our continent.

Mr Speaker, as the focus of my Gavernment is on
the transformation of our economic structure
we are actively engaged with our neighbouré
in strengthening regional integration. A key
part of this agenda relates to the very therr;es
I have enumerated for our domestic economic
growth, namely: strategic infrastructure: energl ;
mjpr'oved governance: and employmentl Ghanya‘n
will continue to champion regional intéﬂr?ﬁ:ow
and African unity. We see the ta'ans%r:w;?;-:!io:-
of Ghana's economic structure as desply Hn_k.nlo:
nce s_«,nd fortunes of a viahle “J'\f'E'—S't
e v_\uth an overall DODLHE"LECH"L of
n 250 million people. . |

Mr Speaker, most nations have ac

celerated their

development and transformation by harnece
the contributi £l b nessing
tnbutions of their Diaspora. People of

African dgscent made key contributions towards
Ghan;a s independence and Ghana continuec; td
benefit from the contributions of f

N the Ghanaians
non-Ghanaians in the Diaspora. neend

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and R
Integration has now established \
Bureau for Diaspora Affairs
platform for Diaspora engaoé:
and development. This new Sutfit posse

enhaqced capacity as well as the m“nzsets ﬂje
coordma_te the work of stakeholder 'ir:s‘[i*a f iy
and mainstream  their contribytion ;nttuuon;
national development agenda. e

egional
3 fully-fledged
as 2 nationaj
ment, migration

Many hundreds of highly experienced d
9ua|1fled Ghanaians who have recently retiarnd
from the UN system, for example, are aE
standing by to assist us in our tr&;nsition tg
middle-income status. These are refreshing new
directions that our foreign policy will begin

to address, as we embark on this journey of
transtormation.
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M r Speaker, in order for it to be thorough and
successful, this transformation will require

the support and participation of all Ghanaians.

In 2013 during my year's-end meeting with
of State, various members were
: seems to be a iallen sense of
within our society.

the Council
bemoaning wha
selflessness and patriotism
\.f_\;.’g discussed at length the topIC of responsible
citizenship and wondered whether that value
had somehow been lost to the political divide
that has swallowed so much of what once joined

us together.

ion is tO helieve that it has not.

My first inclinat
s are, at our core,

[t is to believe that Ghanaian
the same people we were On March 6, 1957
when we hecame a free nation. | am inclined

to believe that those traits and values that led us
then were passed down,

to our liberation back

as gifts, from one generation of Ghanaians t0
the next.

this address by stating
[ked about where we are as a
d to talk about who we are
aian what it means
+ it means 10 be

and she or he will
e and

Mr Speaker, | began

that today, as | ta
nation, | also wante
as a nation. Ask any Ghan
to be from this country, wha

“Made in Ghana" so 10 speak,
witnessed it im

respond with pride. | have
time again, the pride with which we talk about
hether we are mentioning

our homeland, W
our leading role in Africa’s independence Of
our leading role as UN peacekeepers since the
inception of the programme. When we talk
about Ghana there is so much to share from our
rich culture and numerous languages, from our
foods and folklore, from our music and dance,
and from our heritage and traditions.

Mr. Speaker, there is a reason why day after day,
flights destined for Ghana are filled to capacity
with tourists and volunteers and NGO workers.
There is a reason why so many black people in the
Diaspora with no immediate Ghanatan lineage
rename themselves Kwame, Kofi, and Kwasi of
Adwoa, Abena and Afia. Mr Speaker, the world
loves G love Ghana. But the

[| prey tO ihe

nstant

hana because we
(1 f,‘llm'"-)!\‘"::“(- to Ta

we aliow

pettiness of politics and the i

‘ small-minde

Ejed%%:"arseag?rs and people who actively wigl??éi

i any action or policy intended to lif
a up, we turn our backs on that lo in

so doing, we betray our own homelandve e

Ghana is higger than any of i
j[ha: any of our political pél“tiesesci};iaﬁbebifger
E}?el ;dp%%ple. Ghana belongs to the n'leml:werr;95
e 74, C households who will now be ab *m
E;liJEe’ssuszgf the cash assistance givenh‘cg tllﬂeeLO
; ana belongs to the childr &
fvrsonc;\;me al?ge tobafttend s_chool, the new t(z;c\gglz
o : w being trained, the villagers wi
v have potable water to drink. Ghana b o
to our Black Stars and Black QL;EEI’IS o
representatiyes in the arena of spor’csand i
lajsijonigt;s to Its b:u_siness leaders, entréprg::LTra
creatins g;éerpnsmg young people who ar;
econmg JinS an;l working to strengthen our
o houg}g t rliovgte people like those seated in
it pice Oc:( Cay. Kate P.':?pafio of Reroy Cables;
i ik aiBa'mk, Michael Hinaku of Be '
ital, aji Mohammed Agbeve of e
If;l/](:_'i bal, Tony Senayah of Horsem:n Asgl'lbmre
P_agnus Nunoo of Sachet and Bottled VVOES"
roducers and many, many more like them e

But most of all, Gh
. Ghana belongs to
5t &
foeoe;:;ifnwh? get up every day and do tyllwe?r’ bl:ei
a living, to maintain .
;e your hous
;guffi?dgnd edducate your children, to caer:i‘lg'
rs, and to be a functi ' :
s onal
Y part of j
ommunities. Your love of this country matt)gr)su'

Y . .

Mr. Speaker, | must beli ¢
patriotic sqc{ety with ciitliz\;isﬂzr:;owéjre =L
of responsibility to their nation. Mr. Spe ak o
must all rise to the challenge of ltra}rj"n?‘ ing
Ghana—bhecause if not us, then who? S

:;’Ve cannot falter and we must not be afraid

ecause God is on our side, and the holy bo .k

says “If God be for us, who can be against u “O
G S

| thank you for your kind attention





