EXECUTIVE INSTRUMENT

E.I. 395

IMPOSITION OF RESTRICTIONS (CORONAVIRUS
DISEASE (COVID-19) PANDEMIC) (NO.16)
INSTRUMENT, 2020

WHEREAS, by the Declaration of Public Health Emergency
(Coronavirus COVID-19 Pandemic¢) Instrument, 2020,
(E.I. 61), the Minister for Health, having recognised the threat
of the Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic to life and
health and its potential to escalate and cause danger to the life
and health of people living in Ghana, exercised the powers
conferred on the Minister under sections 169 and 170 of the
Public Health Act, 2012 (Act 851) and declared a public health
emergency;

‘WHEREAS, in order to combat the COVID-19 pandemic and
protect public health and public safety, the President, being
satisfied that there existed circumstances, which required the
imposition of certain restrictions, pursuant to subsection (1)
of section 3 of the Imposition of Restrictions Act, 2020 (Act
1012), issued the Imposition of Restrictions (Coronavirus
Disease (COVID-19) Pandemic) Instrument, 2020 (E.I. 64);

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Imposition of Restrictions
(Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Pandemic) (No. 2) Instrument,
2020 (E.I. 65), additional restrictions were imposed to
contain and halt the spread of the virus within Ghana, especially
in Accra, Tema, Kasoa and Kumasi, which were identified by
the Ghana Health Service as hotspots of the infections;

WHEREAS, the President, being satisfied that there was a need
to continue to protect public health and safety, reviewed the
restrictions imposed under the Imposition of Restrictions
(Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Pandemic) Instrument,
2020 (E.I. 64) and issued new restrictions pursuant to the
Imposition of Restrictions (Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19)
Pandemic) (No. 9) Instrument, 2020 (E.1. 134);



WHEREAS, the President is satisfied, after further extensive
consultations, that there is the need t i

Imposition of Restrictions

1. (1)  There s imposed, by this Instrument, restrictions on
(@)  public gatherings including
(1) beaches:
(i1) festivals:
(iii) pubs and bars including hotel bars;
(iv) funerals; .
(V) cinemas and movie houses:
(vi) nightclubs;
(vii) large politica] 8atherings and rallies; and
(viii) large religious gatherings such as
Crusades, pilgrimages and conventions.

(2) Al public gatherings set out in Paragraph 1 (1) (@) are
suspended.

(3)  All borders of Ghana, by Jang and sea, shall remain
closed to human traffic.



(4) Paragraph 1(3) does not apply to
(a) transportation of goods, supplies and cargo to
and from Ghana; and
(b) evacuation of Ghana nationals and residents
stranded abroad.

’

Exemptions

2. (1) Paragraph 1 (1) (a) shall not apply to open air drinking
spots, provided that the owners and managers of such drinking ™ —
spots ensure that all protocols against COVID-19 issued by
Government are observed strictly.

(2) Domestic air flights, taxis, tro-tros, buses and other
commercial vehicles may resume operations with full capacity, \
provided that the operators shall ensure the wearing of masks
by all passengers and the maintenance of enhanced hygiene

protocols.

(3)  Tourist sites and attractions may receive visitors,
provided that the owners and managers of the tourist sites
and attractions shall ensure social distancing between patrons
and all staff, and, among staff, and shall ensure strict compliance
with enhanced hygiene protocols and the wearing of masks by

all patrons and staff.

(4) Despite paragraph 1 (1) (a) (iv), private burials may
be carried out with not more than one hundred (100) persons
in attendance, who shall adhere strictly to all protocols against

COVID-19 issued by Government.

Wearing of face masks

3. A person shall wear a face mask or any other face covering
that covers his or her nose and mouth completely, when that
person 1s
(a) in a public place; or ,
(b) leaving or returning to his or her place of abode.



Religious bodies

4. Churches, mosques or other religious bodies may
hold abridged services provided that they

(a) limit the duration of 'each worship service to a
maximum of two (2) hours;

(b) implement a mandatory one metre rule of social
*distancing between congregants; ,
(c) ensure that each congregant wears a mask at all

times in the church, mosque or other place of
worship; '

(d) provide hand washing facilities and alcohol-based
sanitisers for all persons; and
(e) ensure that the church, mosque or other place of

worship has fresh air ventilation rather than relying
on the use of air conditioners.

Geographic areas

5. This Instrument applies to the entire territory of
Ghana.

Review

6. Where the exigencies of the situation require, the
duration of the restrictions imposed by this Instrument may
be varied in accordance with subsection (2) of section 4 of the
Imposition of Restrictions Act, 2020 (Act 1012).
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