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STATEMENT DELIVERED BY HON CYNTHIA MAMLE MORRISON ON
THE FLOOR OF PARLIAMENT TO COMMEMORATE

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 2020.

MR SPEAKER, HON MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

The pleasure is mine to be given the opportunity to brief this august House on 2020
International Women's Day (IWD). Mr. Speaker. International Women's Day,
which falls on 8^^ March annually, is a day set aside by the United Nation's globally
to celebrate the economic, political and social achievements of women, past, present
and future.

The celebration of IWD is essential in drawing the world's attention to areas
requiring further action, and the need to accelerate efforts at achieving gender parity
across sectors. The commemoration of IWD also serves as a call on policy makers
and governments around the world to ensure the achievement of gender equality.
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The history behind this celebration dates back to the 8th of March 1857, when
garment workers in New York City marched and demanded improved working
conditions and equal rights for women. Fifty-one years later (March 8, 1908) their
sisters in the needle trades in New York marched again, honoring the 1857 march
and demanding for their rights to vote, as well as calling for an end to sweatshops
and child labour. In 1910, Clara Zetkin (a German Feminist) proposed that March
8th be proclaimed International Women's Day. It is against this historic backdrop
that, the 8th of March has been earmarked by the United Nations to celebrate women
and reflect on progress made to achieve equality. International Women's Day was
first celebrated by the United Nations in 1975. Since the year 1996, a global theme
is always proposed by the United Nations to mark the celebrations.

Ghana has adopted the global theme for the commemoration of this year's
International Women's Day (IWD) which is "I am Generation Equality: Realizina
Women's Rights." Our campaign themes are:

1. #EachForEquality and

2. #EqualWorld=EnabledWorld.








